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The gray of the morning gives no signs of the 
brightness of the coming noonday. William Moffat, 
the African missionary, wrote,‘comparatively a few 
years ago, that to bring a spiritual truth home to tie 
mind of a Bechuana savage was as hard as to lifta 
mirror by taking hold of the face. The last census 
of Bechuanaland reports that almost the whole popu- 
lation is now Christian. It would be interesting if 
we could get hold of the missionary reports from 
those laborers in the eighth’ and ninth century who 
were trying to convert our forefathers to the faith of 
the gospel. No doubt we should find discouraged and 
disheartened comments on the kind of stuff they were 
trying to make Christians of. 





He who aspires to do anything well should look 
upon nothing with greater suspicion than upon that 
which he seems to have done easily. It is true that 
easy doing comes of hard practice, but that same 
hard practice is really the preliminary part of the 
doing. Yet even then the attainment of a measure 
of ease ought to be the signal to move on toward that 
which is less easy. A recent writer, speaking of Ten- 


nyson’s devotion to ideal excellence, remarks that 
“he was not easily satisfied with his own perform- 
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and a courageous hand..., Every cadence, every 
word, was challenged and assayed.” He was the 
greutest poet of his day partly because writing poetry 
was hard work to him. And, conversely, many of 
the smallest poets of the day are so small because 
they find the writing of poetry so easy. 

The point of greatest influence in any sphere of 
life is the center of that sphere. Whatever of influ- 
ence is at work in the area of a circle, emanates from 
its center. The center of a small circle is as large as 
the center of a large circle, and, as the circumference 
enlarges, the center remains the same. Let him who 
aspires to have influence in a widely extended circle 
remember this truth, and bear in mind that he is 
now at the center of his sphere, and that his greatest 
work must ever be done there. His influence may, 
indeed, be less now than it is to be in the future ; but 
it will never emanate from any other point than his 
present center of life and being. All portions of the 
lesser or the vaster sweep of any circle’s circumfer- 
ence are equidistant from the one center ; and he who 
lives and labors so as to be felt at the center, is doing 
most for the extension of his influence to the utter- 
most possible circumference. 


Bible study excites more general and deeper interest 
at the present time than ever before in the world’s his- 
tory. More persons are studying the Bible to-day, 
in connection with the International lessons, than 
were ever engaged in systematic Bible study at any 
time before, in connection with any method or with 
all methods. And in addition to all this study, and 
as growing out of the interest quickened by it, 
various other plans and methods are pursued experi- 
What is called the “inductive method” 
has had a measure of popularity, and other special 
lines of study have been tried as a substitute for the 
International series ; but it is evident that the Chris- 


mentally. 


tian public generally is not yet willing to give up 
“ The 
American Institute of Sacred Literature” has been 
considering this general subject for some time, and 


that series, with its pre-eminent advantages. 


has now arranged a plan of study for the coming 
year in the line of the International lessons, and yet 
of such a nature as to promote study beyond the 
limits ordinarily observed in the helps furnished 
for those lessons. In accordance with this plan, a 
series of studies prepared by that Institute will 
be given, week by week, in the pages of The Sun- 
day School Times, commencing with the issue for 
December 17. These studies are in Post-Exilic His- 
tory and Literature, and in the Wisdom books. 
They will follow quite closely the general order of 
the International lessons, but will enable a student 
or teacher to study all of the material instead of 


outlines, including under each study (1) a classified 
summary of all the material, biblical and extrg- 





ance, but ever returned upon it with a critic's eye 





biblical, which bears on the subject ; (2) a treatment 


Sees XXXIV. 
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by topics of the themes which are naturally suggested 
by these facts, or which are needed to supplement 
and interpret them ; (3) an expression in “ observa- 


’ 


tions” of the leading suggestions of the material, 
special attention being paid to historical interpreta- 
tion; (4) suggestions for further reading or study. 
The post-exilic period is usually considered one of 
the dryest poftions of the Old Testament. From 
some standpoints it is. It lacks thrilling episodes 
and brilliant characters. Viewed, however, in its 
relation to the part which the Jewish people’ played 
in preparing for the world’s redemption, its interest 
and value become very great. It was an age of 
tendencies, in the light of which the commonplace 
facts acquire prime importance. These studies are 
to be given in addition to the full line of ordinary 
helps to the elucidation of the International lessons 
supplied in these pages.; and they can be used in: 


connection with these helps or separately. 





HUNGER-BREAD. 


In that land where mighty famine has been raging, 
over the sea, we are told that the wretched peasants 
make themselves bread called hunger-bread, the in- 
gredients of which are weeds, chopped cockle or tree- 
bark, and straw. Not infrequently sand is added to 
help make sufficient substance, such as it is, for the 
loaves wher@With the starving feed themselves. This 
food rarely contains a trace of legitimate breadstuff. 

How dire must be the hunger which can force 
such food upon men! The loaves indeed resemble 
stones,—shapeless, black, and deadly in their con- 
sequences on those who must eat of them or die; 
for when this food is eaten typhus fever follows fast. 
No earthly power, no scientific knowledge, can com- 
mand that these stones be made bread. To eat them 
is death; to refrain from eating them is death as cer- 
tain and more swift. There is no escape from the 
alternative horror, unless, indeed, relief come from 
the outside world,—unless a seeming miracle is 
wrought, and America’s wheat, baked into loaves of 
life, can be substituted in the hands of the dying for 
the nauseous, death- bearing hunger-bread. 

Such a vision of our fellow-men in the blighted 
regions where nothing has grown is almost paralyz- 
ing. But it is possible that we have never had the 
spiritual hunger of men, of all men without Christ, 
revealed to us, even as clearly as by reports and 
by our own imagination we have visioned forth to 
ourselves the condition of the famine-struck Russian 
peasant. We have not seen that men without God 
are truly feeding on hunger-bread. 








merely a part of it. They will be in the form of | 


The spiritual fact is not so readily seen as the 
physical one; for oftentimes this world’s bread has 
the appearance of food which truly supports and 
nourishes, while in truth it is no more nutritious 
than its black and gritty prototype. 

Oh, the hidden hunger of the heart that knows 
not God! No imagination can possibly picture it as 
it exists in the heart of one separated from his God. 
The poor peasants could not make a secret of their 
starving condition, even if pride were an overwhelm- 


































































































~~~ 





an Ee 


— 


- ee ee 


























~ : 





———— 


ing motive. At the last stages, if not before, the 
ghastly truth would come out that they were fainting 
and dying from want. But here again a difference 
appears ; for the grisly fact of soul-hunger may be 
concea!ed, not only from otlters, but from the victim 
himself, so that the siege-army of starvation may be 
totally destroying him, and he be unaware that he is 
dying, or of what he is dying. So a messenger from 
the world of belief is needed, not only to bring the 
heavenly bread, but to convince men of their need 
of it. 

Lord Byron, in the depth of a soul that knew so 
well how to paint grief or despair, knew too what 
these fierce soul-hungers were. But he would taste 
none but hunger-bread. His life at Venice shows 
how hardly the stony loaves sufficed to still the 
ferocious craving and the violent unrest of a heart 
that knew not God. The more he sought to allay his 
gnawing hunger with this fearful stone-bread, the 
more coarse and soul-destroying must it be male to 
satisfy him. What man is there of you who, if 
his son ask bread, will give him a stone? But 
Byron seems never to have asked the divine bread of 
the heavenly Father. - 

Shelley in his deep bereavement had nothing 
which could in any wise supply the place of the 
blue-eyed Willy. His finer nature spurned the 
crass stony fare; but his unresting, unsatisfied heart 
still tried to nourish its ethereal existence on the 
weeds and husks, knowing not, or believing not, that 
a spiritual, holy, loving God alone was the natural 
support and sustenance of a soul made in the like- 
ness of God. 

We do not need to seek illustrations among literary 
men or geniuses. ‘There is no one, not living on God, 
‘who is thoroughly and truly ‘satisfied in his own soul, 
and he knows it well in his vivid moments of feeling 
or hours of intense suffering or of fear. But all 
things tend to conceal from the world and from the 
man himself this state of utter destitution, 

But Christians err in believing that those who are 
gay and self-satisfied or indifferent on the exterior 
are in reality what they seem to be. To hold the 
heavenly bread in our hands, and: not to offer it to 
those who are famishing on the hunger-bread of this 
world, is to be more cruel than we should be if we 


stood in a Russian peasant village with the sweet, | 


nutritious wheaten loaves in our hands, and, having 
them to spare, should refuse to offer them to the wan 
and needy. 

We must act on the presumption that spiritual 
bread is the crying need of every soul, in our feeding 
of all around us. Surely we are more to blame than 
they, if we are aware of their need, and they are not 
so. Perhaps, after. all, the great need is that we 
should be truly convinced of their real misery. We 
are as unbelieving as they, if we persuade ourselves 
that they are truly happy, or even satisfied, without 
God; for this is a fundamental proposition with every 
Christian, that God alone can be the Source of true 
happiness for every one of his spiritual creations. 
We deny our faith if, we believe that any soul is 
thoroughly satisfied or happy away from God, or not 
consciously dependent on him and in living com- 
munion with him. : 

We see that this must be the truth when we think 
of it in this way. But there are other ways of as- 
suring ourselves of the fact. We discover the radical 
misery of hearts unallied to God when in times of 
distress or of fierce temptation we look into their un- 
veiled hearts. Another way by which we are assured 
of the truth that distance from God is in itself the 
source of unhappiness, is found in the peace, or the 
unrest, which is ours according to our own conscious 
nearness to, or our remoteness from, God. 

We need to be strengthened in the belief that real 
though often unconscious unhappiness exists in the 
soul that is not nearto God. Christians should have 


a heavenly insight into souls, and a heavenly way of 
bringing souls into a consciousness of their absence 
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a power to persuade them to turn to him as the life- 
giving Bread of the soul. - 

Our Lord declares himself to be “the bread of 
life.” Ifa man is not feeding on him, he is starving 
on the hunger-bread of the world. 





NOTES ON OPEN LETTERS. 


A renewed spiritual nature is the gift of God. And 
because it is the gift of God, a man can trust God for it as 
a gift. A man need not worry over the question whether 
God has given him this gift; but a man can see to it 
that he bears himself as one who appreciates the bless- 
ing of such a gift. Love and faith and willing service 
are duties which a man should see to it that he is per- 
forming constantly; but “ being converted,” or “ being 
regenerated,” or “being born again,” is not within a 
man’s sphere of duty; that must be left to God,—who 
alone can compass it, Yet there are anxious souls 
troubled because they are not sure that they are “ Chris- 
tians,” or that they have “‘ been converted,” or that they 
are “regenerated,” or that they have had a “ new birth,” 
even though they are ready to trust Jesus Christ as their 
Saviour, and to do as he has commanded. They are in 
danger of neglecting their own duty, in their doubt 
whether God has done his work in their hearts, Here is 
a pathetic illustration of this condition, in a letter from 
the state of Washington: 

My son is fourteen yearsold. He isa member of the church, 
He prays regularly ; reads God’s word with delight; does not 
use any bad language; has abundance of self-control. He has 
always loved and tried to obey the heavenly Father, and he 
believes that Jesus is his Saviour. He never was “‘ converted,” 
as some people are telling him, and he feels worried somewhat 
over it. What can be done? 

What can be done? Why, that dear boy can go on 
loving and trusting and serving his Saviour, and he need 
not worry himself as to whether, or not, he was ever con- 
verted, or regenerated, or born anew. Those persons 
who tell him to examine himself, or to examine his 
record, in order to be sure that he was ever “ born again,” 
are putting “conversion” in the place of “ Christ,” 
They want him to look to his conversion, instead of to 
Christ, for salvation. If they were to find a wide-awake, 
energetic youth, who was not sure as ta the date of his 
birth, or as to the facts of his earliest history, would 
they insist on his first being sure that he was really born, 
before lie enjoyed the privileges or did the duties of life? 
Would they say to him, “It’s no use for you to offer to 
work or to study, until you can prove that you were 
born”? This course would be quite. as reasonable as 
insisting on a loving disciple of the Lord Jesus Christ 
having a record of his new birth in Christ. Whosoever 
else puts “ conversion” in place of Christ, let that boy 
stick to Christ, and let all questions abut the time and 
mode of his conversion alone. 


A Christian ought to be a Christian seven days in the 
week, and his Christian faith and his Christian spirit 
ought to show itself as truly in his business dealings on 
weekdays as in his church attendance on the Sabbath. 
Yet how to be in the world and not of the world is 
a puzzle to many a sensitive conscience, and questions* 
in this realm are coming up continually. A New York 
State correspondent wants to know whether the insur- 
ance business is within the range of a Christian’s legiti- 
mate occupation. He says: 

Please give us, in The Sunday School Times, your views, 
from a Christian and business standpoint, of fire, life, accident, 
and tornado insurance companies. Is the principle of life and 
other insurance according to the Bible and Christian principles, 
and can a Christian man conscientiously engage in that busi- 
ness? Are the principles involved in such a line of business 
right ? 

In objecting to the plan of insurance, it is assumed by 
some that it betrays a want of confidence in the provi- 
dentia] care of our heavenly Father, and that it is an 
instance of that taking “ thought for the morrow” which 
Jesus Christ has forbidden to his disciples. The case 
might be named of a devout-minded believer who was 
so impressed with this view of the matter that he waited 
with impatience for the expiring of the insurance on his 
house and store, and felt an absolute relief when the day 
came that his fire-policy was at an end. Yet his bad 
opinion of insurance, as he afterwards came to see, had 
no foundation in either Scripture or good sense. It was 
only one more of those hard, literal interpretations of 
the Sermon on the Mount, which our Lord tried to guard 
against by putting his injunctions into such shape that 
nobody could treat them as rules, but all must be driven 
t@seek the principle which underlies his words. Taken 





from God.—their cruel famishing without him, and 
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words would forbid the sowing of wheat or the planting 
of potatoes, just as much as the insurance of a life or of 
a barn. The Revised Version brings out the sense bet. 
ter in substituting “Be not anxious.” Chtist forbids 
two things with regard to possessions. The first is making 
them the treasure of our lives,—making too much of 
them, The other is overmuch care as to our possible 
lack of them. Insurance is based on the discovery that 
there is a certain average length of human life, and g 
certain average in the number of barns burned down or 
ships lost. Fire and marine insurance are arrangements 
to distribute these losses over the whole body of insurers, 
instead of letting each man bear his own burden. Al] 
who enter the arrangement pay a share large enough to 


Each pays for the service rendered not only to himself, 
but to all who are united with him as policy-holders, 
Life and accident insurance applies the same principle 
to the person. It arranges that the loss which would 
fall on the single family by a death or a disablement 
shall fall instead upon a large group of families, through 
each contributing a little to meet the needs of these 
special cases. Is not this a business application of the 
Christian maxim, “ Bear ye one another’s burdens ’’? 





THE NEED AND THE GRACE. 
BY SUSAN COOLIDGE. 


“Why does all heaven move toward beseeching souls?’’—U. F, 
BURTON, 


The need is parent of the grace; 
The hungering voids of emptied air, 

In which no living breath finds place, 
The pitying heavens nor brook nor bear. 


There is no peace in earth or sky 
While the gaunt vacuum is unfilled ; 

The storm-winds sweep and hurtle by, 
And will not be appeased or stilled, 


Until, contented and supplied, 

Beyond their utmost wishes blessed, 
The yearning want is satisfied ;— 

And then Gad’s helpful winds take rest. 


The need is parent of the grace ; 
If but the soul confess its want, 
Nowgheight, nor depth, nor time, nor space, 
Can bar the love that longs to grant. 


No power the heavenly rush can stay, 
The mighty urgency to bless, 

Which, wind-like, urgés on its way 
With tender and insistent stress, 


And fills and permeates like air 
The emptiness that aches within, 

As if to give beyond man’s prayer 
Was what our God delighted in, 


Lord, thine the grace as ours the need; 
We do not fear to be denied. 
Thy love divine is swift to heed, 
At last we shall be satisfied. 
Newport, R. I. 





HINTS IN THE LINE OF WISE 
BIBLE STUDY. 


BY PROFESSOR M. B. RIDDLE, D.D, 


There is no patent method of studying the Bible. 
Many, I fear, find thethselves following some mechani- 
cal scheme which fails to fit their needs. But whoever 
desires to obtain skill, can and will find the method best 
suited for him, . A teacher that can train the student in 
the art of studying is the best help; but such teachers 
are none too numerous. Studying is not getting a les- 
son, nor mere reading; it is active inquiry. Studying 
the Bible is using it so as to find out exactly what it 
says and means. As far as this definition goes, it implies 
thateWe are to study it as we do other books; for it 
is written in human language, and any theory which 
denies that this language is to be taken in its historical 
sense virtuaHy makes the Bible a dishonest book. But 
many centuries have shown that the Bible differs from 
other books; that it is able to make us “ wise unto sal- 
vation;” that it speaks with authority; that as centering 
in Jesus Christ, the God-man, it also is in a true and 
proper sense divine-human, Hence we must study it as 
we would any other book in order to learn the truth that 
God thus reveals to us, and that he uses to make us wise 
unto salvation. For every right way there are two 
wrong ones, In Bible study this is emphatically true. 
Some seek to come atence to the practical or spiritual 
lesson, without the proper human study, and others 
study the Bible as an intellectual exercise, without di- 
recting their knowledge to the truéspiritualend. Nearly 
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other ofethese mistakes. “The right way is one that cor- 
responds with the character of the Bible itself as a 
divine-human book. We should therefore study the 
Bible: ; 

I. Intelligently ; because it is a book written in human 
janguage, and designed to make us “ wise.” 

II. Religiously ; because it is a revelation from God to 
make us wise unto salvation. Under these two cardinal 
principles I will try to group some hints for study. 

J. An intelligent study of the Bible implies hard work. 
Here is the main difficulty with many. They want the 
results without giving the labor. This is simply impos- 
sible. But even when the student is in earnest, and 


some vicious methods. Hence I give these hints as 
to the correct method of study: 

1. Study the Book itself. This may seem unnecessary 
advice, but long and trying experience as a teacher com- 
pels me to say that it is extremely difficult to get students 
to look for themselves. They use too many helps, or at 
least use them at the wrong place. A man can become 
ascholar only by “ verifying his references.” And this 
is true of a Bible student. 

2. Swady the most accurate version of the Ba»k. This 
is the plainest dictate of common sense and common 
honesty. The rule does not depend on any theory of 
inspiration, but upon the laws of human speech. Ac- 
curacy depends on the knowledge of the exact language 
used. Every man has a right to demand that he be 
judged by the very words he has used, in the sense 
in which he used them. Surely the Bible has a right to 
be treated in this way. If the Revised Version repre- 
sents the original more correctly than the Authorized 
Version, both as to the exact words of the original and 
as to the meaning of those words, then no one deserves 
to be called a’ Bible student who fails to use that version 
in his studies, (For myself, I have found that the more 
accurate version is a better help to devotion, which 
would seem ta follow.) 

8. Study the Book to find the historical sense; that is, 
the sense in which the language was used at the time it 
was uttered or written. Ido not say ‘‘the literal 
sense,” because that phrase is misleading. Most lan- 
guage has more or less of what might be called “ figura- 
tive” sense. This hint is based on common honesty. 
But, alas! the rule is broken repeatedly, and that, too, by 
the very best of people. For example, old words are 
taken in their recent sense; whole phrases are taken out 
of their connection; the language of men, faithfully re- 
corded as such in the Bible, is taken as having the 
authority of God. It would require large space to enu- 
merate the more common blunders of these vérieties. 

4. The last hint leads up to another: Study the Bible 
in view of what it is asa whole. It is a progressive 
revelation. The opening sentence of the Epistle to the 
Hebrews states grandly the relation of the Old Testa- 
ment and the New Testament. That is the first great 
matter in what is now called “biblical theology.” But 
this progressive revelation has been largely through his- 
torical facts; hence a knowledge of.the leading outlines 
of Bible history is ne¢essary to enable the student to 
interpret any one book. This ought not to. be difficult 
to learn, despite the uncertainty of Bible chronology. 
The relation of things is what the student needs more 
than accurate dates. 

5. As a very large part of the Old Testament is poetry, 
the student should read the Psalms and other poetical 
books with some idea of the character of Hebrew poetry, 
its parallelisms, etc. So, too, he should learn some of 
the principles which underlie the figurative language of 
Scripture.‘ For example, when human thoughts and 
feelings are predicated of God, he should know that 
they are, from the nature of the case, predicated in a 
sense that omits all error or wrong. Further, it should 
be distinctly understood that a Scripture figure, when 
applied to God or God’s dealings, falls below the whole 
truth. This is also true of all those figurative represen- 
tations of the death of Christ and of other profound 
truths of the New Testament. 

6. The New Testament should be studied in view of 
the character of the different books. The Gospels are 
histories ; they should be studied as histories. Some 
honest effort should be made to get a working outline of 
the life of our Lord on earth. One advantage of this 
would be that the student would discover the emphasis 
put by the evangelists on the sufferings and death of 
Christ. I am sorry tosay that some of the best teachers’ 
Bibles are inconsistent in the helps they furnish for the 
study of the gospel history. It would be wise for the 
student to read each of the Gospels through at one reading. 
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into mechanical divisions. The division into verses, 
prized so highly by some, is a great drawback. My own 
earnest study of the Bible began with the use of a para- 
graph Bible. If, after reading the Gospels as indepen- 
dent histories, one wishes to’construct a continuous nar- 
rative, the following table may prove useful. Read in 
order : 

Luke 1 and 2. 

Matthew 1 to 3. 

John 1 te 4. 

Mark 1 to 9. 

John 7 to 10: 21. 

Luke 9 : 51 to 17: 10. 

John 10: 22 to 11: 57. 

Luke 17 : 11 to 19: 28. 

And from this point any one of the narratives. 

(This table implies a certain theory of the order in 
Luke 9: 51 to 18 and John 7-11, but can be altered to 
suit a different view of that period.) 





7. The Epistles are sadly neglected. It is true, they 
are difficult reading, but the dishonor put upon them in 
current literature is disgraceful. The meaning of Christ's 
life and death is there set forth. The truths they con- 
tain were proclaimed before our four Gospels were writ- 
ten. They present the original form of Christian truth ; 
that is, the explanation of the Gospel history as a mes- 
sage of salvation. Each one might be read through at 
one sitting. The general character of each could be 
learned without much trouble. Even the Book of Revela- 
tion, when regarded as a book of edification and comfort, 
and not as a prophetic schedule of human history which 
we can check off as far 4s fulfilled, can be studied with 
great profit. 

8. In all these hints I have assumed that the histori- 
cal method of interpretation is the only correct one, 
because it is the only one that deals henestly with the 
Bible as a book written in human language. Other 
theories have much to say about “letter” and “‘ spirit,” 
about the divine and human elements in Scripture, and 
sometimes, with real piety doubtless, regard the Holy 
Spirit as giving the spiritually minded a meaning which 
is not found in the language, as historically interpreted. 
All these mistakes have been exemplified in the history 
of Christianity, and have borne sad fruit. What the 
Bible says is what it means, The only question is, What 
did the language mean at the time it was used? The 
Spirit will teach us nothing contrary to that, else the 
Bible would be a dishonest book. Nor can the Church 
teach a meaning contrary to that, and claim authority 
for it. Still less can a man say that because his reason 
rejects such and such a statement, therefore the Bible 
did not mean to make that statement. 

II. But how shall we study the Bible for the proper 
end? It can make us wise unto salvation, but Paul adds 
“through faith which is in Christ Jesus.” This he wrote 
of the Old Testament ; much more does it hold good of 
the New. But the Gospel of John and many of the 
Pauline Epistles bring out, another truth; namely, that 
the Holy Spirit alone makes the truth effective for salva- 
tion. The two truths are not contrary, but correlated. 
Our Lord says of the Holy Spirit: ‘He shall glorify 
me: for he shall take of mine, and shall declare it unto 
you” (John 16: 14), Hence we are to believe on Christ, 
if our study of the Bible is to make us wise unto salva- 
tion. The Holy Spirit alone can make the truth a bless- 
ing to us, but how? By making Christ as the center of 
God’s revelation more real to us. The Holy Spirit is 
therefore to be prayed for in all our Bible study. The 
answer will come, not in any new revelation, nor any 
new meaning not honestly present in the words of Scrip- 
ture, but in some new apprehension. of what is there. 
The truth centers in Christ; the circumférence of the 
truth is wide: for our Lord says, ‘‘ All things whatsoever 
the Father hath are mine” (John 16:15). But the 
central truths are most important. Too much time is 
wasted in many Bible classes on cosmogony and eschat- 
ology ; that is, on theories as to how the world was made, 
and how it isto end. The Bible itself should determine 
the perspective and proportion of our study. The Sa- 
viour, as prefigured in the Old Testament, as-present in 
the Gospels, as living now to save, according to the 

Epistles ; as Victor in the strife, according to the Apoca- 
lypse,—this is the Person in whom our Bible study 
should center. The Holy Spirit’s help will be manifest 
in our knowing more clearly who Christ is and why he 
came, in feeling more tenderly the force of these great 
facts, and in acting more gratefully toward such a 
Saviour. Now far too many Bible students shut them- 
selves out of the Spirit’s illumination by neither praying 
nor working for it as they should. They fail to ask for 





We lose immensely by chopping the books of the Bible 


the Spirit’s guidance; or, if they do ask, they fail to 


receive it, because they do not study the truth that the 
Spirit blesses. Far too often they never try to learn the 
lesson from a passage for themselves, but always run to 
a commentary or lesson-help. These helps are neces- 
sary, but they are not helps when they prove an obstacle 
to one’s own spiritual insight and to the quickening of 
one’s own conscience. 


Western Theological Seminary, Allegheny, Pa. 





THE JAMESES. OF THE NEW TESTAMENT. 


BY PROFESSOR ROBERT ELLIS THOMPSON, §8.T.D. 


James, or, more exactly, Jacob (Hebrew, Yakob; 
Greek, Iakobos), is the name of at least two, possibly 
three, persons mentioned in the Gospels and the Acts, 
Of these, “James the son of Zebedee” or ‘‘ James the 
Great” presents no difficulty. He was John’s brother, 
and was slain by Herod Agrippa I., dying the first of 
the apostles. 

In the Gospels we find mention of a “‘ James the less” 
or younger; in the Acts, of a James who is not given 
-any title or description, but takes a decisive part in the 
conference or synod at Jerusalem. In Galatians he is 


' named with “Cephas and John, who were reputed to be 


pillars,” and is also called ‘“‘ James the Lord’s brother.” 
So in the Gospels (Mark 6 : 8 and Matt. 13 : 55) we find 
mention of “ James and Joses and Judas and Simon” as 
brothers of Jesus. It is generally agreed that he was 
the author of the Epistle which bears this name. 

Were the James the Less of the Gospel and this James 
of the Acts and of Galatians the same person? Protes- 
tant expositors generally, but by no means unanimously, 
think they were not. Early Church tradition is divided, 
the oldest authority favoring their identity. 

The reasons given for the belief that they are different 
persons are (1) that James the Less is called also the son 
of Alpheus (or Cleopas), while the James of the Acts 
is called by Paul “the Lord’s brother.” (2.) That John 
declares ‘‘ even his brethren did not believe on him” at 
the time of his final departure from Galilee, whereas the 
twelve had been chosen more than a year before, in- 
cluding both James the Less and his brother Thaddeus 
or Judas, (3.) That if two “brethren of the Lord”— 
whatever that name may mean—had been among the 
apostles, why should our Lord have passed them by in 
entrusting his mother to the care of John? 

On the other side it is urged (1) that in the Acts there 
is no indication of more Jameses than two. Luke in his 
Gospel, mentioning the two apostles of that name, takes 
care to distinguish them as elder and younger. In the 
Acts, after telling us of the death of the elder, he speaks 
of a second James, just as if there was but one left 
among the leaders of the Church, although James the 
Less certainly was alive and in Jerusalem. (2.) Paul 
mentions ‘‘ James and;Cephas and John, they who were 
reputed to be pillars,” in a way whieh implies that James 
was as much an aposile as either of the others. And he 
ascribes to James such influefce as to induce Peter to 
cease eating with the Gentile Christians of Antioch. 
(3.) Mark mentions as one of the Marys, different from 
our Lord’s mother, “‘ Mary the mother of Joses and of 
James the less.” Now we know that James the Less 
had another brother called Judas. This gives us as the 
names of her sons three of the four elsewhere specified 
as the brethren of Christ. Is it likely that there were 
two Marys, each of whom had three sons called James, 
Joses, and Judas? 

The difficulties in the way of assuming that James the 
Less is also James the Lord’s brother aretwo. The first 
is that James the Le&s being the son of Alphets or Cleo- 
pas, he cannot be “the Lord’s brother” in any proper 
sense of the word. But Oriental usage does not require 
any sharp discrimination in terms to mark near relation- 
ships. Adelphos may mean cousin or second cousin, just 
as well as brother. Papias, who lived and wrote when 
many were still alive who knew the-apostles, took pains 
to record what he learned of them. He tells us of four 
New Testament Marys, the second being “ Mary, the 
wife of Cleophas or Alpheus, who was the mother of 
James the bishop and apostle, and of Simon, and Thad. 
deus, and a certain Joseph” (Joses). And he further 
says that not only this Mary, but Mary Salome, the wife 
of Zebedee, were sisters to Mary our Lord’s mother. It 
may surprise us to find three sisters of the same name, 
but we elsewhere find brothers of the same name among 
the Jews. , 

2. The statement of John that our Lord’s brethren (or 
cousins) did not believe on him, is not to be construed 
in the absolute way we use with a statement of mathe- 





matical fact. History never is written in that way, and 
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neglect of this fact has been a fruitful source of mis- 
understandings. It is certain that at least two of these 
brother-cousins, Simon and Joses, did not believe in his 
Messiahship, At a critical point these two present 
themselves as taunting him with his failure to press his 
claims on the nation. The fact that two who had been 
80 intimate with him took this ground wounded the sén- 
sibilities of Johu, another cousin, and led him to record 
indignantly this fresh illustration of the fact that “a 
man’s foes shall be they of his own household.” 

For of his household they were, in a sense in whith 
John was not, although his kinship was as close as theirs. 
After the death of Joseph, Mary and Jesus seem to have 
found a home in Capernaum, with the family of Alpheus- 
Cleopas. Jesus took part in their work as fishermen, 
although he had learned and practised his father’s-trade 
ascarpenter. He thus was thrown into the closest asso- 
ciation with them as members of a joint-family, and the 
use of the term ‘‘ brethren” to describe this was most 
natural, So when Mary comes to seek her son, it is with 
“his brethren.” But the spirit shown by a part of them 
toward him very properly suggested a choice of another 
home for her, Jolin was as close of kin, and far closer 
in spirit, and, without relieving them of the natural 
duty of sons to a mother,—as must be assumed on the 
other hypothesis,—he transferred the care of his mother 
to this other and more loving cousin, in whose house 
there was no division of feeling. 

Philadelphia. 


FOR CHILDREN AT HOME. 


nnailiiiaican 
OUR BEST. 
BY GEORGE COOPER. 


“ We have given of our best, 
And our merry days are done,” 
Lisp the little leaves that fall 
Like rich jewels in the sun. 
“Tlappy birds we’ve hushed to sleep, 
Snowy lambs have sought our shade, 
Many weary ones have joyed 
In the shelter we have made.” 


“We have kept no songs of cheer 
In our wee hearts hid away,” 
Chirp the birds, ‘To earth and sky 
We have told our joy all day. 
Haply through the winter’s gloom 
Some sweet thought of us may glad 
Eyes that watch the falling snow, 
While the winds are keen and sad,” 


“We have glided, oft unseen, 
Giving all the joy we could 
To the parched and heated field, 
To the silence of the wood,” 

Softly chime the tinkling bells 
Of the brooklets, silver clear. 

“We have given of our best 
Since the Father led us here.” 


Have we sung our songs of joy 
Unto some sad heart below ? 

Kept no kindly word unsaid 
In the year’s quick ebb and flow? 

Have our cooling leaves of balm 
Sheltered any weary guest ? 

Like the birds and leaves and brooks, 
Have we given of our best ? 

New York City 


THE NEST ON THE WALL. 


BY BELLE SPARR LUCKETT, 


Far up among the vines on the south wall, where the 
sunshine makes a warm place even in April, two dear 
little birds have built their summer home for several 
years, They were a merry pair, and led a happy life. 
They came along 4s soon as the snow was gone, and set 
up a great twittering about the new house. They talked 
over the plan of the house with their neighbors, and dis- 
cussed it a great deal among themselves. But the new 
house was always exactly like the old one,—the same 
wonderful, round room, made of straws, strings, twigs, 





his finest sited: to her, aoiienl indeed, when be went to 
fetch home a fat bug or a juicy worm, and dropped it 
into the lady’s mouth, 

One day their first baby came,—a little mite of a 
thing, covered with down, and with a very large mouth, 
that stood wide open. The proud father was kept very 
busy indeed finding enough to fill two other wide-open 
mouths that came soon after. One little egg rolled out 
of the nest, and was broken. It kept the father and 
mother busy caring for their children. Although they 
loved music, and were good musicians, there was little 
time for solos, except very early in the morning, before 
the sun was up, and just at twilight, after the babies 
were abed. 

The children were very obedient, and very fond of 
their parents> They were often left at home alone for 
hours, but they never went out of the house, and never 
quarreled, 

One day a boy came whistling down the street, swing- 
ing a string in his hand, At the end of the string was a 
bit of folded leather. No one would have dreamed that 
there was danger in that bit of string and leather, or 
that there was murder in that boy’s heart. 

The little mother-bird was sitting beside her door, and 
the babies were trying to twitter some baby twitter. 
The mother watched the boy very closely with her two 
bright eyes. She saw him look at her, then put some- 
thing round and smooth and hard into the folded leather, 
and then he gave the string a jerk, and before she could 
move or speak something cruelly hard had struck her 
head, and the next instant, with a pitiful cry, she fell 
down among the ivy leaves—dead. 

Her babies screamed, and stretched their necks to look 
over the side of the nest at their litthe dead mother. 
They saw the boy reach up with a wicked smile, and 
pick up and cary her away. 

He took her home, and gave her to his sister. She 
had wires put through the wings, and glass beads put 
into the -faded little eyes, and the mouth was open, as 
though it was crying owt with that last pain and for her 
babies. The boy’s sister put the pretty bird on her win- 
ter hat, and said how sweet and stylish it looked, 

When the father-bird reached home that night with 
his beak full of good things for supper, he found the 
children still screaming and stretching their necks over 
the side of the nest. When they saw him, they set up a 
great noise, telling him what had happened. 

He was so shocked and frightened at the hews that he 
flew up and down and dashed his wings against the vines, 
and fell upon the ground a hundred times, all the time 
crying and calling for his wife, 

For days the babies screamed and stretched their 
necks, and the father beat himself against the vines and 
uttered his notes of grief to every passer-by. He had 
no heart to sing now that the little mother no longer sat 
beside their little home to praise his fine voice. He 
must have starved himself, so sadly did he mourn her 
loss; for one morning he was found dead on the grass 
with dew-drops on his wings, as though some star had 
dropped tears upon him. That is why there are no 
nests on the south wall among the ivy vines this year, 

Washington, D. C. 


WAYS OF WORKING. 


—== 


REVIEW HINTS. 


With all that has been written and practiced, in the 
matter of quarterly and annual review exercises, the old 
perplexity will come back again each time that the Sun- 
day-school worker is trying to devise something different 
from the last. He gets hints wherever he can; for this 
or that one may fit his plan or furnish material for a 
new one. To this end are the following hints. 

It may be a question of review exercises in the normal 
or Bible class of adults, in its separate room. In the 
first quarter of this year, Mr. John B. Smith asked three 
members of his normal class, in the South Congrega- 
tional Sunday-school of New Britain, Connecticut, to 
prepare brief papers. One wrote on “ Isaiah and the 
book named after him,” one on Jeremiah, and the third 





féathers, bits of wool, and long, strong hairs, woven into | 
a nest soft and dainty enough for a baby princess to lie | 


in. The ivy-leaves served for the roof, and near by a 
swinging branch answered beautifully for a verandah. 
In a few days after all was finished the little madame 
laid four pretty eggs, upon which she sat, closely folding 
her wings over them, to keep them nice and warm. Her 
husband sat out on the verandah all day long, and sang 


on Ezekiel. Topics of interest, by this method, could 
easily be chosen from the studies in Acts. Mr. Smith 
wrote to each member of the class that the papers would 
be read in review, and adding, among other things: 
“We read of the babe of Bethlehem that there was ‘ no 
room for him in the inn.’ There is great danger in this 
busy life of ours that the best things will get crowded 
out. Not to know the Bible as a book is not to be well 


——= 
educated; not to know head lové its truths is nat to be 
refreshed with the living water. Let us meet to-morrow, 
and hereafter when we can, that we may help each other 
to a better understanding of the Book and of Him whom 
the book reveals.” 

The same principle may be adopted in the intermedi. 
ate school; and a number of persons will have parts 
assigned to them to cover the whole review.. Mr. J. W. 
MeNary, superintendent of the Fourth ‘Presbyterian 
Sunday-school of Dayton, Ohio, is fond of this method 
in the form of “ Word Pictures.” Hesays: “It may be 
made highly profitable as well as interesting. The prin- 
cipal characters or places of the quarter’s lessons should 
be classified into ‘ sections,’ and each section given to 
an ‘artist,’ who will describe the character or place 
briefly. Then the school, or designated class, or scholar, 
is expected to name the person or place so described. 
The ‘artists’ should be fluent word-painters, and able 
to give due prominence to the lessons to be imparted.” 
The description of an unnamed place or person will 
keep the attention of the smaller children as well as the 
larger, to know how the answer is to be made. 

If the golden texts of the quarter are to be used in 
the review exercise of the Intermediate Department, a 
“* Jacob’s Ladder of Bible Verses’ may be useful. One 
prepared for the Second Baptist (afternoon) Sunday- 
school, Chicago, consisted of a long strip of paper (2413 
inches) across which the golden texts of the quarter were 
printed,—the first being at the bottom, the second above 
it, and so on, the last being-at the top> The texts were 
separated by heavy lines to indicate the rungs of a lad- 
der. ‘The “ladders” were distributed to the scholars, 
who were asked to ‘‘ commit to memory the verses, also 
the place where they may be found, beginning at the 
bottom” and going up the “‘ Jacob’s ladder.” The use 
of these slips in the review exercise is readily seen, 
whether all the scholars have been faithful in learning 
the texts or not, the novelty being the ascent by ‘‘ steps,” 
To illustrate from this quarter’s golden texts, take the 
two first and the two last to show the ladder, omitting 
those between : 


a 





Through the grace of the Lord Jesus 
Christ we shall be saved, even as they 
(Acts 15: 11). 


Step No. 11.—Sunday, December.11. 





In his name shall the Gentiles trust 
(Matt. 12 : 21). 


Step No. 10.—Sunday, December 4. 





This woman was full of good works and 
almsdeeds which she did (Acts 9 : 36). 


Step No. 2.—Sunday, October 9. 





Except a man be born again, he cannot 
see the kingdom of God (John 3 : 3), 


Step No. 1.—Sunday, October 2. 











Perhaps it is intended that the primary children shall 
join in the general review. On one occasion, in the First 
Presbyterian Sunday-school of Atlanta, Georgia, the re- 
view was of this nature: The pastor stood in front of the 
entire school; the primary department, all little chil- 
dren, marched in, and were seated in front; the pastor 
asked questions on the first lesson of the quarter, its 
golden text, title, etc., the questions being heartily an- 
swered by the whole school in chorus; and at the close 
of the first lesson review the primary class sang a stanza 
of a hymn adapted to that lesson, “ their sweet childish 
voices chiming beautifully and correctly together, filling 
the heart of the hearer with joy.” Following each les- 
son’s review was either the singing or recitation of a 
four-line stanza by the little people, as composed for the 
occasion or chosen from hymns in use. The pastor, the 
Rev. Dr. E. H. Barnett, followed the review with “a 
short but most impressive and loving sermon from the 
text, ‘Keep thy heart with all diligence,’—showing the 
scholars how to live and what to live for,—that seemed 





to take a deep hold ugon all the hearers.” 
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LESSON HELPS. 
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LESSON CALENDAR. 
[Fourth Quarter, 1892.] 


1. October 2.—Saul of Tarsus Converted Acts 9 : 1-20 
g. October 9.—Dorcas Raised to Life. Acts 9 : 32-43 
g. October 16.—Peter’s VISION...........c.c.rserssesesessercessessssessescenes Acts 10 : 1-20 
4, October 23.—Peter at Cesarea............ Acts 10 : 30-48 
5. October 30,—The Gospel Preached at Antioch... oe Acts 11 : 19-30 
6. November 6.—Peter Delivered from Prison.......... .. Acts 12; 1-17 
















7. November 13.—The First Christian Missionaries. .. Acts 13 : 1-13 
§. November 20.—Pau!'s First Missionary Sermon............... Acts 13 : 26-43 
9, Nov. 27.—The Apostles Turning to the Gentiles......Acts 13 1 44 to 14:7 
10. December 4.—Work Among the Gentiles.............csesesesees Acts 14 : $22 


11. December 11.—The Apostolic Council......... Acts 15 : 12-29 
12. December 18.—Review. 
13. December 25.—(Optional Lessons :) 
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LESSON XI, SUNDAY, DECEMBER 11, 1892. 
TitLE: THE APOSTOLIC COUNCIL. 


LESSON TEXT. 


(Acts 15 : 12-29. Memory verses’: 8-11.) 
COMMON VERSION, REVISED VERSION. 

12 ¢ Then all the multitude | 12 And all the multitude kept 
kept silence, and gave audience silence ; and they hearkened 
to Biir’na-bas and Paul, declaring unto Barnabas and Paul re- 
what miracles and wonders God hearsing what signs and won- 
had wrought among the Gen’tiles ders God had wrought among 
by them. 3 the Gentiles by them. And 

13 ¢ And after they had held after they had held their peace, 
their peace, Jimes answered, say- James answered, saying, 
ing, Men and brethren, hearken Brethren, hearken unto me. 
unto me: Symeon hath rehearsed how 

14 Sim’e-on hath declared how first God did visit the Gentiles, 
God at the first did visit the Gen’- to take out of them a people 
tiles, to take out of them a people | 15 for his name. And to this 
for his name. agree the words of the proph- 

15 And to this agree the words ets ; as it is written, 
of the prophets; as it is written, Aftér these things I will re- 

16 After this I will return, and turn’, 
will build again the tabernacle of And I will build again the 
Da’vid, which is fallen down; tabernacle of David, which 
and I will build again the ruins is fallen ; 
thereof, and I will set it up: And I will build again the 

17 That the residue of men ruins thereof, 
tnight seek after the Lord, and all And I will set it up: 


| 
14 


16 





the Gen’tiles,, upon whom my/17. That the residue of men may 

name is called, saith the Lord, seek after the Lord, 

who doeth all these things. And all the Gentiles, upon 
18 Known unto God are all his whom my name is called, 

works from the beginning of the |18 Saith the Lord,! whomaketh 


world. these things known from 

19 Wherefore my sentence is, | the beginningof the world. 
that we trouble not them, which | 19 WHierefore my judgement is, 
from among the Gen‘tiles are | that we trouble not them which 
turned to God : from among ®he Gentiles turn 

20 But that we write untothem, | 20 to God; but that we? write un- 
that they abstain from pollutions | tothem, that they abstain from 
of idols,and from fornication, and| the pollutions of idols, and 
Jrom things strangled, and Jrom | from ‘fornication, and from 
blood. what is strangle, and from 


21 For MO6’ses of old time hath ‘21 blood. For Moses from genera- 
in every city them that preach| tions of old hath in every city 
him, being read in the synago-| them that preach him, being 
gues every sabbath day. } read in the synagogues every 

22 Then pleasedit the apostles, sabbath. 
andelders,withthe wholechurch, 22 Then it seemed geod to the 
to send chosen men of their own apostles and the elders, wjth 
company t An’ti-6ch with Paul the whole church, to choose 
and Bir’na-bas ; namely, Jii’das men out of their company, and 
surnamed Biir’sa-bas, and Si’las, send them to Antioch with 
chief men among the brethren : Paul and Barnabas; namely, 

23 And they wrote letters by them Judas called Barsabbas, and 
after this manner; The apostles Silas, chief men among the 
and elders and brethren send | 23 brethren: and they wrote thus 
greeting unto the brethren which by them, The apostles and the 
are of the Gen’tiles in An’ti-6ch elder brethren unto the breth- 
and Syr’i-a and C1-li’ci-a: | ren which are of the Gentiles 

24 Forasmuch as we have heard, in Antioch and Syria and Cili- 
that certain which went out from 24 cia, greeting: Forasmuch as 
us have troubled you with words,| we have heard that certain 
subverting your souls, saying, Ye| *which went out from us 
must be circumcised, and keep have troubled you with words, 
the law; to whom we gave no| subverting your souls; to 
such commandment : | Whom we gave no command- 

25 It seemed good unto us, be- | 25 ment; it seemed good unto us, 


ing assembled with one accord, 


having come to one accord, to 


tosend chosen men untoyou with | choose out men and send them 
our beloved Bir’na-bas and Paul,| unto you with our beloved 
26 Men that have hazarded their | 26 Barnabas and Paul, men that 
lives for the name of our Lord; have bazarded their lives for 
Jesus Christ. | the name of our Lord Jesus 
27 


27 We have sent therefore Ji’- Christ. We have sent there- 
das and Si’las, who.shall also tell | fore Judas and Silas, who them- 
you the same things by mouth. | selves also shall tell you 

28 For it seemed good to the| the same things by word of 
Holy Ghost, and to us, tolay upon | 28 mouth. For it seemed good to 
you no greater burden than these | the Holy Ghost, and to us, to 
necessary things ; lay upon you no greater burden 

29 That ye abstain from meats | than these necessary things; 
offered to idols, and from blood, | 29 that ye abstain from things 


sacrificed to idols, and from 
blood, and from things stran- 
gled, and from fornication ; 
from which if ye keep your- 
selyes, it shall be well with 
you. Fare ye well. 


1 Or, who doeth these things which were known 2Or, enjoin them *Some 
anc jent authorities omit which went out. 
he American Revisers would substitute “ from of old” for ‘‘ from the 
beginni ng of the world” in verse 18; “The aposties and the elders 
brethren ” for “ The aposties and the ‘elder brethren ” in verse 23, an 


and from things strangled, and | 
from fornication : from which if 
ye keep yourselves, ye shall do} 
well. Fare ye well. 





LESSON PLAN. 
Topic OF THE QUARTER: Growth of the Christian Church. « 
GoLpEN TExT FOR THE QUARTER: So mightily grew the 


word of God and prevailed.—Acts 19 : 20. 





Lesson Topic: Christian Limits Defined. 


1. Christian Liberty Enjoyed, vs. 12-19. 
2. Christian Restrictions Recognized, vs. 20, 21. 
3. Christian Brotherhood Illustrated, vs. 22-29. 


GoLpEN Text: Through the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ 


OUTLINE: { 


we shall be saved, even as they.—Acts 15 : 11. 


Datty Home Reapinos: 

M.—Acts 15 : 12-29. Christian limits defined. 

. T.—Acts15:1-11. Dissension and corisultation, “ 
W.—Acts 15 : 30-41. The message delivered. 
T.—1 John 8: 1-24. Love commended. 
F.—Gal. 6: 1-18. Helping one another, 
$.—Rom. 12:1-21. Practical piety. 
$.—Psa. 133 :1-3. Blessedness of brotherly love. 


LESSON ANALYSIS. 


I, CHRISTIAN LIBERTY ENJOYED. 

1. Liberty to Testifyé 

Rehearsing what signs and wonders God had wrought (12). 
Fee J rehearsed all things that God had done with —_ (Acts 14 ; 27). 
— aring the conversion of the Gentiles (Acts 15 : 

a one by one the things which God had wrought (Acts 
il. Liberty to Discuss : 

After they had held their peace, James answered (13). 

rr and Barnabas had no small dissension... with them (Acts 





80 he | in the synagogue with the Jews (Acts 17 : 17). 
I resisted him to the face, because he stood condemned (Gal. 2 : 11). 
Il. Liberty to Interpret : 

To this agree the words of the prophets (15). 
He shall guide you into all the truth (John 16 : 13 ). 
This is that which hath been spoken by . . Joel (Acts 2 : 16). 
To him bear all the prophets witness (Acts 10: 43). 
IV. Liberty to Welcome : 
That the residue of men may seek after the Lord (17). 
What God hath cleansed, make not thou common (Acts 10 : 15). 
To the Gentiles also hath God granted repentance (Acts 11 : 18). 
God did visit the Gentiles (Acts 15 ;: 14). 
V. Liberty to Act : 

My judgement is, that we trowble not them (19). 
Into the liberty of the glory of the children of God (Rom. 8 : 21). 


Let us not therefore judge one another any more (Rom. 14 ; 13), 
Be not entangled again in a yoke of bondage (Gal. 5 : 1). 


II, CHRISTIAN RESTRICTIONS RECOGNIZED, 

1. Absta'n from Forbidden Things: 

Abstain from ... idols, 

blood (20). 

Put away the strange gods that are among you (Gen. 35 : 2). 

Thou shalt have none other gods before me (Exod. 20 ;: 3). 

He that coinmitteth fornication ery (1 Cor. 6 : 18), 

Abstain from fornication (1 Thess, 4 : 

T, nat ye abstain... from things seonete’ (Acts 15 : 29). 
ey should keep . . from what is er (Acts 21 : 

The blood thereof, shall ye not eat (Gen. 9 : 4). 

Ye shall eat neither fat nor blood (Lev. 3 : 17). 


Il. Honor the Teachings af Scripture : 
Being read in the synagogues every sabbath (21). 


He entered . . . into the synagogue, . . 
4:16). 

The prophets which are read every sabbath (Acts 13 : 27). 

More noble, ... examining the ee daily (Acts 17 ; 11). 

Every scripture inspired of God is also profitable (2 Tim. 8: 16), 


III. CHRISTIAN BROTHERHOOD ILLUSTRATED, 
|. Brotherly Visitation : 
, It seemed good... to choose men.. 
Ye visited me (Matt. 25 : 36). 


25). 


. and send them (22), 


Grace to you and peace from God our Father (1 Cor. 1: 3). 
James... to the twelve tribes, . way y owe 1:1). 
Peace be unto you all that are in Christ (1 14). 


Il. Kindly Sympathy : 
We have heard that certain . . . have troubled you (24). 


In love of the brethren be tenderly affectidned (Rom, 12: 10). 
Through love be servants one to another (Gal. 5 : 13), 
Bear ye one another’s burdens (Gal. 6 : 2). 


IV. Frank Counsel ; 
These necessary things ; that ye abstain (28, 29). 


Thou shalt surely rebuke thy neighbour (Lev. 19 : 17). 
Go, shew him his fault between thee and him alone (Matt. 18 : 15). 
If thy brother sin, rebuke him (Luke 17 : 3). 

Verse 12,—“‘ Rehearsing what. . 
Gentiles.’”” (1) A gracious work; (2) A glad story ; 
blessing. 

Verse 14. —‘'God did visit the Gentiles.” 
tions ; (2) The benignant God ; (3) The abiding blessing. 
turn to God.” (1) Converts from the op Seaiies 5 (2) Sympathizers 
among the Jews; (3) Brethren in the Lord. 

Verse 22.—‘‘ It seemed good. . . tochoose men. 
(1) oo the good ; 
sought ; (2) The good of others 

Verse 26. —‘* Men that have 
our Lord.” (1) Noble darin 

Verse 29.—‘‘ Fare ye well” 
given ; (3) Sympathy expressed ; 


. and send them.’ 
pases 
(2) Heavenly inspiration. 


(1) Wants considered : 
(4) Benediction uttered. 





LESSON BIBLE READING. 


STANDING OF THE GENTILES. 


An interdicted people (Lev. 18:3; Deut. 7:3; Acts 10:28; 11:2 
Eph. 2 : 11, 12). 

Denied sanctuary privileges (Acts 21 

Despised by Israel (Matt. 15 : 26). 

Promised to Christ (Psa. 2:8; Isa. 11:10; 42:6; Luke 2 : $2). 

Their call delayed (Matt. 10:5; Luke 24:47; Acts 13 : 46), 

Their call promulgated (Acts 10 : 34, 45 ; 13 : 48, 49; 15 : 12, 14). 


: 28, 29; Rev. 11: 


1, 2). 





| the a a inte the margin; and “ Holy Spirit” for “ Holy 


. » » fornication, ... strangled,... 


- and stood up to read (Luke 


. God had wrought among the 
. (3) A welcome 
hearing.—(1) God’s grace ; (2) Man’s instrumentality ; (3) The world’s 
(1) The benighted na- 


Verse 19.—‘‘ Trouble not them which from among the Gentiles 
(2) Pursuing the S008. (1) The good of others 


azarded their lives for the name of 


(2) Counsel 


Their acceptauce recognized (Acts 10 : 46-48: 11: 18; Eph. 2; 13-16). 





LESSON SURROUNDINGS. 


INTERVENING Events.—The missionaries, as they re- 
turned, superintended the organization of the churches in 
the different cities. They sailed from Attalia to Antioch, 
where they reported to the church their success, Some time 
afterwards trouble arose at Antioch from the teaching of 
men who came from Judea, insisting that circumcision was 
necessary to salvation. Paul and Barnabas, after much dis- 
cussion with these Judaizing teachers, were sent, with others, 
to the church at Jerusalem, to confer about this question. 
On their way through Pheenicia and Samaria they told of 
the conversion of the Gentiles; and to the church at Jerusa- 
lem, with the apostles and elders, they rehearsed their suc- 
cess as missionaries. Some Pharisees who were believers 
then took the position that circumcision and the keeping of 
the law of Moses should be required of Gentile converts. 
The apostles and elders gathered to consider the question, 
apparently in an assembly of the whole church. After some 
questioning, Peter spoke, recalling how he had been chosen 
to preach to the Gentiles, how they had believed, and re- 
ceived the Holy Spirit. He therefore urged that the yoke of 
the law be not put upon the disciples, Here the lesson begins, 
Priace.—At Jerusalem, in some place of public assembly. 
for the church. ’ 
Trwe.—Either in A.D. 50 or 51. If the “fourteen years” 
in Galatians 2: 1 are reckoned as full years, the latter date 
must be accepted ; if the fourteenth year is meant, according 
to frequent usage, then A.D. 50 would be the fourteenth year 
from the date of Paul’s conversion in A.D. 87. 
Persons.—Barnabas, Paul, James, probably “the Isord’s 
brother,” and not the son of Alpheus or one of the twelve 
apostles, but the head of the church at Jerusalem. Judas 
called Rarsabbas, is otherwise unknown. Silas (or Sylvanus) 
afterwards became a companion of Paul in his missionary 
journeys, + 
IncrpENTs.—-Barnabas and Paul told the assembled multi- 
tude of what God had done among the Gentiles by them; 
James then spoke, declaring that the conversion of the Gen- 
tiles was foretold by the prophets, and giving his judgment 
on the matter in dispute; namely, that the believing Gen- 
tiles should not be troubled, but only asked to abstain from 
four things, which might make scandal among those who 
adhered to the law of Moses. With this view all present 
agreed; and Judas and Silas, of the church at Jerusalem, 
were selected to accompany Paul and Barnabas to Antioch, 
bearing a letter containing the views of the assembly. This 
letter disavowed all responsibility forthe views of the teachers 
who had made trouble at Antioch, and announced the send- 
ing of Judas ad Silas, enumerating the four points of absti- 
nence named by James in his speech. 





CRITICAL NOTES. | 
BY PRESIDENT TIMOTHY DWIGHT. 


Verses 12, 13.—We learn from verse 7, that, after the apos- 
tles and elders had assembled, there was “much question- 
ing;” that is, much discussion or debate as between different 
parties. The discussion, no doubt, had much earnestness in! 
it, and much excitement of feeling.. The words of Peter, call-' 
ing attention to what he had experienced and seen, quieted 
the assembly, and led all to keep silence and to listen to the 


ates 5... by Se Sane of Dene oe or. Gets 11 ; 30), story which Paul and Barnabas had ‘to tell. It seems prob- 
HI, Fraternal Greeting : able, from the order of the words, that Barnabas was the first 
Unto the brethren which are of the Gentiles, .. . greeting (23). speaker, and Paul the second. The simple narrative, follow- 


ing after what Peter had said, was enough to set forth the * 
side of the question for which the two preachers contended, 
The reference which Paul makes to this occasion in the Epis- 
tle to the Galatians, chapter 2, indicates a pyesentation and 
discussion of another subject, additional to the one here men- 
tioned. But the question here mentioned involved, as we 
may say, the question there referred to; and it is probable 
that Paul in the epistle alludes to a special interview with 
the leaders of the church, as well as to the more public meet- 
ing (see Gal. 2:2: “I laid before them the gospel which I 
preach among the Gentiles, but privately before them who 
were of repute,” etc.). After Barnabas and Paul had finished 
what they had to relate, and had become silent (“ held their 
peace”), “ James answered.” This James was not James the 
son of Alpheus, one of the twelve, but James the Lord’s 
brother, who was the head of the church in Jerusalem, and 
»| the author of the epistle called the Epistle of James. He 
was not of the number of the twelve, but. was, like Barmabas, 
an apostle in the secondary sense, or one of the chief leaders 
who sometimes received this title. He is spoken of in Gala- 
tians 2 : 9 as one of the three “‘ who were reputed to be pil- 
lars,” the other two being Peter end John. 

Verses 14-18.—The name “ Symeon,” as the name of Peter, 
is a varied form, used here and in 2 Peter 1 : 1 for “Simon,” 
which is found elsewhere in the New Testament. Both forms 
are used in the Old Testament (see Gen. 29 : 33), according 
to the Septuagint and 1 Chronicles 4: 24. The name is 
natirally used here by James, and was very probably used 
in the church at Jerusalem. James leaves the narrative of 
the experiences of the missionaries which had just been given 
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to make its own impression, and turns back to what Peter hing through the Jewish door must have been a hard thing to 


had said. 
what God had done in connection with the preaching of 
Barnabas and Paul, that he founded his judgment which he 
was now to give. The calling of the Gentiles by God is here 
described as a gracious looking upon them to the end of 
taking from,among them a people who, like the Jews them- 
selves, should be called by his name. The quotation from 
the prophets is from the Book of Amos (Amos 9: 11, 12). 
The prophet here declares that after the judgments inflicted 
upon Israel, God will return in his favor to the nation ; that 
he will re-establish on sure foundations the kingdom of David, 
giving the throne and kingdom to his Messianic Son ; and 
that all nations will be brought into the kingdom, and will 
serve and worship God. This prophetic declaration is in 
accordance with what Peter and Paul have witnessed and 
related. The beginning of the fulfilment is now realized. 
If we adopt the rendering of the Revised Version in verse 18, 
“who maketh these things known from the beginning of the 
world,” the meaning seems to be, that what is now realized 
has been made known, in the foretellings of the future, even 
from the beginning of the development of God’s plan of salva- 
tion in the world, or “ from of old” in the prophetic writings, 
, a8 the American revisers translate. If we render according 
to the margin of the Revised Version, “who doeth these 
things which wefe known,” etc., God is spoken of us the one 
who does the things which are now and will hereafter be 
realized in this great matter, which things were known to 
him from the beginning, or from of old, as certain to take 
place and determined in his plan. 

Verses 19-21.— Wherefore: That is, in view of this evidence 
that God is now fulfilling his design and purpose in what we 
have heard from Peter and Paul.—My judgement is: That is, 
The opinion and decision which I, for my part, wouldgive.— 
That we trouble not: That is, by forcing upon them circum- 
cision, etc., thus demanding that they should entes the king- 
dom only through the Jewish door,—that we should not put 
such a yoke upon the neck of these Gentile disciples. —But 
that we write unto them: That is, enjoin upon them by a for- 
mal letter from the church.—The pollutions of idols: This 
seems to refer to the practice which was common among the 
heathen, and to which Paul refers in the First Epistle to the 
Corinthians, of eating the flesh of animals which had been 
sacrificed in the'temples of the idol-gods. Such meats were 
regarded by the Jews as unclean and polluted. Blood was 
regarded by the Jews as having in itself the life of the ani- 
mal, It was prohibited to them by the law for this reason, 
The prohibition with reference to what was strangled was 
connected with the same idea, The blood was not Jet forth 
from the animal that was killed by strangling. “For” of 
verse 21 introduces the reason for the insisting upon the 
things mentioned in verse 20. As the law of Moses was and 
had long been read everywhere, and on every sabbath in the 
Jewish synagogues, a continual division and opposition would 
be likely to exist, unless the Gentiles abstained from what 
was thus offensive to the Jews. This explanation of the 
verse is in accordance with the naturalness of connection be- 
tween the two verses. It is also in accordance with that 
view of the whole provision suggested by James, which is 
probably correct; namely, that the provision was in the 
nature of a compromise between the two parties. And it is, 
moreover, in accordance with the fact that the whole matter 
was given up afterwards with respect to all the points except 
the second, as is sufficiently indicated by the absence of 
references to it as stiil binding in the Pauline epistles, 

Verses 22, 23.—The expression “it seemed good” signifies 
that this was the decision and formal resolution of the assem- 
bly. They adopted the suggestion of James, and determined 
to send it as the judgment of the whole body. Their decision 
they also determined to send to the church in which the 
question had arisen, by messengers of their own church and 
of their own appointment, thus giving weight to the message, 
and sifowing a fraternal spirit towards the Antioch Chris- 
tians. These men, going with Paul and Barnabas, would 
give special force to what was said. Silas, or Silvanus, as he 
is sometimes called, was afterwards one of the principal as- 
sistants of Paul in his missionary labors. Of Judas we hear 
nothing beyond what is said in this chapter. The message 
was to be carried to Antioch, and was to go from the Chris- 
tians there to those in the provinces of Syria and Cilicia. 
These Christians were to know what the church in Jerusalem 
thought, and to be freed from the burden. 

Verses 24-26.—The church, at the opening of their letter, 
disown the persons who had troubled the believers in An- 
tioch, so far as what they had taught and insisted upon was 
concerned, They thus prepared the way, after the best man- 
ner, for the kindly acceptance of the message and decision.— 
Subverting your souls: The tendency of what these men had 
done was to overthrow and destroy their faith.— Having come 
to one accord: The power of the influence of Peter and Paul, 
and especially of James, is seen in the unanimity of the de- 
cision. This unanimity is perhaps more easily accqunted for 
if the decision was regarded in the light of a compromise. 
The unanimity, we have reason to believe, did not continue 
permanently. The admission of the Gentiles without com- 


It.was upon this, as confirmed and emphasized by | accept in the case of multitudes of Jewish Christians for a 


long,time after this council, , 
Verses 27-29.—The same things: That is, as those men- 
tioned in the ‘letter. Their presence and words would be 
corroborative testimony, as it were——To the Holy Ghost, 
and to us: The enlightening and guiding influence of the 
Holy Spirit was present with the apostles and the church 
as they reached their decision.— These necessary things: The 
necessity here suggested was that which pertained to the 
circumstances of the case. The ‘growth as well as the peace 
of the church demanded the things which were asked for.— 
It shall be well with you: Literally, “You shall do well ;” 
that is, fare well,—live peaceably aud happily in your Cltris- 
tian life. Some hold the meaning to be “do well,” in the 
sense of “ act rightly.” —Fare ye well: The closing expression 
common to letters. 

Yale University. 





THE LESSON STORY. 
BY ‘CUNNINGHAM GEIKIE, D.D., LL.D. 


The joy of Paul and Barnabas at their safe return to the 
loving circle of friends at Antioch, after so many perils and 
so much suffering, was only equaled by that of these faithful 
hearts themselves. The missionaries had traveled back by 
the route of their brave advance into the wild regions of Asia 
Minor, confirming the converts they had won in their fidelity 
to their new faith, the rewards of which, however, they 
frankly told them, were altogether future, when Christ 
should once more appear; the path leading through this life to 
the final enjoyment of the “ kingdom of God,” which he would 
then open to them, being blackened and scorched by many 
tribulations; for no flowery borders and overarching delights 
awaited them till that kingdom had been actually reached. 

A simple organization of the various small Christian com- 
munities was also established, elders being appointed over 
each, in imitation of the synagogue elders. The choice of 
these was made by the vote of the communities themselves, 
the missionaries accepting their nominees, and formally in- 
stalling them in their office. This dene, they commended 
them to Christ,on whom they had believed, after earnest 
prayer, preceded by a solemn fast. 

On arriving in Syrian Antioch, to which they had sailed 
from Attalia, the port near Perga, they lost no time in sum- 
moning a special assembly of the Christians, at which they 
gave an account of their journey, and of “all that God had 
done with them, and how he had opened a door of faith to 
the heathen” of Asia Minor, as he had already done to those 
of the city in which they now were. Such a confirmation of 
the new conception of Christianity as a universal religion, 
not a mere sect of Judaism, must have created a great sensa- 
tion ; for it proclaimed a revolution in the spiritual history 
of mankind. 

But religions bigotry dies hard, The assumption of the 
Judaizing Christians, that the heathen could enter the king- 
dom of the Messiah only if they were circumcised and kept 
all the rabbinical laws, had not by any means been abandoned 
because of the wide spread of Christianity among the Gentiles 
since the conversion of Cornelius. It was, indeed, so bound 
up with the whole modes of thought of Jews, especially of those 
who had belonged to the narrow-minded Pharisees, that tht 
spread of the faith among the heathen roused them to a 
bitter indignation at these converts being excused from the 
obligations which, in Jewish eyes, were so vital. They thus 
awoke the question of what was to be the future complexion 
of Christianity. Was Judaism to be entirely supersedtd, or 
was Christianity only to be incorporated with it? This was 
heneeforth the burning question of the day,—a question des- 
tined to paralyze much of the success of future missionary 
enterprise, and to color the whole future of the church. ¢ 

Some of these zealots of Judaism, having heard of the new 
departure in Antioch, had hurried thither, to stop what they 
regarded as so great ascandal. The usages of the Christian 
societies, which as yet were those of the synagogue, permitted 
any one tospeak m the assembly. Some of these agitators took 
advantage of this to declare to “the brethren” that “except 
they were circumcised after the custom of Moses, they could 
not be saved.” 

This bold assertion, so flattering to Jewish converts, was 
naturally regarded with favor by them; but it must have 
been unendurable to the many members of the church who 
had been heathen, and had been admitted to it on the under- 
standing that the law was not binding on them. Sirife, 
rising to the formation of hostile parties, was the result, till 
the community was thrown into such commotion that it was 
resolved to send a deputation to the mother-church at Jeru- 
sdlem, the seat of the apdstles, to get their authoritative de- 
liverance on the question, as the only way of settling it. 
Paul and Barnabas, with some others, among whom, it would 
seem, was Titus (Gal. 2:1), apparently as a companion of 
Paul, were sent off,—a divine intimation of the desirability 
of the step having finally decided its being taken (Gal. 2: 2). 

“Churches” had already been gathered, both in Phenicia 





and Samaria, non-Jewish districts, and the missionaries, 








taking the opportunity of meeting their membership at each 
resting-place, announced to them the free reception of the 
Gentiles, which naturally gave them the liveliest pleasure, 
At Jerusalem they were received by “the church and the 
apostles and the elders,” and repeated to them, also, in ful] 
meeting, what had so cheered the non-Jewish converts at 
Antioch and on the-route south. Some Pharisees in the 
assembly, however, could not brook such laxity. Rising 
they insisted strenuously that “it was needful to circumcise” 
Gentile converts, “and to charge them to keep the law of 
Moses ;” that is, the multitudinous precepts of the rabbis, 
which even the bulk of the Jews found a burden too heavy 
to bear (v. 10). 

So grave a contention demanded, and at once obtained, the 
earnest consideration of the apostles and elders, who, without 
withdrawing (v.-12), discussed the whole matter, hearing and 
weighing all that was urged by both sides; for there was 
much discussion, as was inevitable where religious passion 
had been roused. At last Peter, as the leader of the apostles, 
and also the introducer of Gentiles, in the person of Corne- 
lius, into the church, rose. “ Brethren,” said he, “ ye know 
how God chose me from among you to announce the gospel 
to the heathen, and how, on hearing it, they believed. Nor 
is there any doubt of their being regarded by God as morally 
fitted to do so; for he gave practical evidence of this in 
granting them the Holy Ghost. And, indeed, he made no 
difference between us, Jewish Christians, and them, since, by 
their faith in Christ, which he granted to them, he cleansed 
their hearts—that is, their whole inner life—from moral 
defilement, so that no one could accuse them of being any 
longer stained by Gentile sins. Faith, without the law, did 
this; and why do ye then make light of God’s witness that 
he receives heathen without requiring them to keep the law, 
or provoke him, by your resistance to his purpose of grace, 
by demanding that that yoke of observances should be put 
on their necks, which neither our fathers nor we were able 
to bear? As for us,‘ Jewish Christians, we, apostles and 
elders, believe that We shall be saved in the same way as 
these heathen Christians,—not by keeping the law, but 
through the grace of the Lord Jesus.” 

This manly word awed the multitude to silence, so that 
Paul and Barnabas had now aw opportunity to tell their 
story without the rough disturbance that to this time had 
assailed them. Their address ended, James, the Lord’s 
brother, a strict observer of the law, and also the head of the 
mother-church,—distinctions each making his words weighty 
in such an assembly,—-rose.,..‘t Brethren,” said: he, “ listeti to 
me.” He referred to the address of “Symeon,”—for the old 
Jewish name of the apostle was always retained by his con+ 
temporaries of his own race,—and next quoted from Amos 
(Amos 9 : 11, T2) a prediction of the rebuilding of the taber- 
nacle of David,—that is, of the restoration of the northern 
kingdom, then near its fall, or the enlargement of the king- 
dom of Judah, to which that of David had then shrunk,— 
and found in this an anticipation of the conversion of the 
Gentiles under the Messiah, Jesus, of whom David was the 
ancient prototype. Supported thus by prophecy, he told 
the assembly that his judgment was that they should not 
trouble those who, from among the Gentiles, turn to God, 
but simply enjoin them to abstain from the defilements con- 
nected with idol-worship, and from fornication, and from the 
flesh of such beasfs as have died without their blood having 
been poured out, and from blood itself, which was forbidden 
because the “ blood was the life’”’ (Deut. 12:: 23), 

Asa reason for such prohibitions, moreover, he reminded 
theth that for ages the Mosaic law had been read, in the les- 
sons of the day, each sabbath in the synagogue, which Jewish 
Christiays still attended, and that this kindled a zeal for it 
which‘ roused much bitterness when they saw heathén con- 
verts excused from keeping it, and even from any special 
prohibition of the four points he had now declared forbidden. 
Christian charity towards the prejudices of these Jewigh- 
minded brethren required a concession to them of the third 
and fourth points, and the universal moral sense equally de- 
manded compliance with the two others, 

The proposal of James was adopted unanimously by the 
assembly, as it had been by the apostles and elders, or—as 
they were also called in the synagogues of which the constitu- 
tion of the church was as yet a copy—the “ralers.” It was 
further resolved, by an equally unanimous vote, that men 
should be chosen from the assembiy, who should return with 
Paul and Barnabas to Antioch, as representatives. of the 
church at Jerusalem, bearing a letter in which the récom- 
mendations of the church, with all the weight of its including 
the judgment of the apostlés on the matter in dispute, should 
be engrossed. The deputies sent were one Judas, who re- 
turned to Jerusalem after finishing his commission at Antioch, 
and Silas, who afterwards became the companion of Paul. 

The letter was written’ as from “the apostles and elder 
brethren,” if the latest “text” be correct,—that is, from the 
officials of the local church, and the princes of the church 
universal,—and disavowed any responsibility forthe Judaizing 
teaching of the troublers of the formerly heathen brethren in 





Antioch, Syria, and Cilicia, for so widely had the agitation 
spread, Such an olive-branch could not fail of its gracious 
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a Peace was restored and comfort ministered, at least for 
the time. ‘ 
Old Park, Bournemouth, England. 





THE CHARTER OF GENTILE LIBERTY. 
BY ALEXANDER McLAREN, D.D. 


Much was at stake in the decision of this gathering of the 
church. If the Jewish party triumphed, Chfistianity sank to 
the level of a Jewish sect, The question involved for de- 
cision was difficult, and there was much to be said for the 

‘view that the Mosaic law was binding on Gentile converts. 
It must have been an uprooting of deepest beliefs for a Jewish 
Christian to contemplate the abrogation of that law, venera- 
ble by its divine origin, by its hoary antiquity, by national 
associations. We must not be hard upon men who clung to 
it; but we should learn from their final drifting away from 
Christianity altogether how perilous is the position which 
insists on the necessity to true discipleship of any outward 

_ observance. 

Our lesson begins in the middle of the conference. Peter 
has, with characteristic vehemence, dwelt upon the divine 
attestation of the genuine equality of the uncircumcised con- 
yerts with the Jewish, given by their possession of the same 
divine Spirit, and has flung fiery questions at the Judaizers, 
which silenced them. Then, after the impressive hush fol- 
lowing his eager words, Barnabas and Paul tell their story 
once more, and clinch the nail driven by Peter by asserting 
that God had already given his sanction to the admission of 
Gentiles without circumcision by “signs and wonders.” 
Characteristically, in Jerusalem Barnabas is restored to his 
place above Paul, and is named first as speaking first, and 
regarded by the Jerusalem church as the superior of the 
missionary pair. 

The next speaker is James, not an apostle, but the bishop 

of the church in Jerusalem, of whom tradition tells that 
he was a zealous adherent to the Mosaic law in his own per- 
son, and that his knees were as hard as a camel’s through 
continual prayer. It is singular that this meeting should be 
so often called ‘‘the apostolic council,” when, as a fact, only 
one said a word, and he not as an apostle, but as the chosen in- 
strument to preach to the Gentiles. “The elders,” of whose 
existence we now hear for the first time in this wholly inci- 
cental manner, were associated with the apostles (v. 6), and 
the. “multitude” (v. 12) is most naturally taken to be the 
“whole church ” {v. 22). 
» James represents the eldership; and; as bishop in Jerusa- 
lem and an eager observer of legal prescriptions, fittingly 
speaks. His words practically determined the question. 
Like a wise man, he begins with facts. His use of the in- 
tensely Jewish form of the name Symeon is an interesting 
reminiscence of old days. So he had been accustomed to 
call.Peter when they were all young together, and so he 
calls him still, though everybody else named him,by his new 
name. What God had done by him seems to James to settle 
the whole question; for it was nothing else than to put the 
Gentile converts without circumcision on an equality with 
the Jewish part of the church. 

Note the significant juxtaposition of the words “ Gentiles” 
and “ people,”—the former the name for heathen, the latter 
the sacred designation of the chosen nation. The great para- 
dox which through Peter’s preaching at Cesarea had become 
a fact, was that the “ people of God” was made up of Gen- 
tiles as well as Jews,—that his name was equally imparted to 
both. If God had made Gentiles his people, had he not 
thereby shown that the special observances of Israel were put 
aside, and that, in particular, circumcision was no longer the 
condition of entrance? The end of national distinction and 
the opening of a new way of incorporation into the people of 
God were clearly contained in the facts. How much Chris- 
tian narrowness would be blown to atoms if its advocates 
would do as James did, and let God’s facts teach them the 
width of God’s purposes and the ¢omprehensiveness of 
Christ’s Church! We do wisely when we square our theories 
to facts; but many of us go to work in the opposite way, and 
snip down facts to the dimension of our theories. 

James’s next step is equally marked by calm wisdom and 
-open-mindedness, He looks to God’s word, as interpreted by 
God's deeds, to throw light in turn om the deeds and to con- 
firm the interpretation of these. Two things are to be noted 
in considering his quotation from Amos,—its bearing on the 
question in hand, and its divergence from the existing He- 
brew text. As to the former, theré seems at first sight noth- 
ing relevant to James’s purpose in the quotation, which 
simply declares that the Gentiles will seek the Lord when the 
fallen tabernacle of David is rebuilt. That’ point of time has 
at least begun, thinks James, in the work of Jesus, in whom 
the decayed dominion of .David is again in higher form estab- 
lished. The return of the Gentiles does not merely syn- 
chronize with, but is the intended issue of, Christ’s reign. 
Lifted from the earth, he will draw all men unto him, and they 
shall “seek the Lord,” and on them his name will be called. 

Now, the force of this quotation lies, as it seems, first in 
the fact that Peter’s experience at Cesarea is to be taken 

3 an indication of how God means the prophecy to be ful- 


filled, namely, without circumcision; and secondly, in the 
argumentum a silentio, since the prophet says nothing about 
ritual or the like, but declares that moral and spiritual quali- 
fications, on thé one hand a true desire after God, and on the 
other receiving the proclamation of his name and calling 
themselves by it, are all that are needed to make Gentiles 
God’s people. Just because there is nothing in the prophecy 
about observing Jewish ceremonies, and something about 
longing and faith, James thinks that these are the essentials, 
and that the others may be dropped by the church, as God 
had dropped them in the case of Cornelius, and as Amos had 
dropped them in his vision of the future kingdom. God 
knew what” he meant to do when he spoke through the 
prophet, and what he has done has explained the words, 
as James says in verse 18. 

The variation from the Hebrew text requires a word of 
comment. The quotation is substantially from the Septua- 
gint, with a slight alteration. Probably James quoted the 
version familiar to many of his hearers. It seems to have 
been made from a somewhat different. Hebrew text in verse 
17, but the difference is very much slighter than an English 
reader would suppose. Our text has “Edom” where the 
Septuagint has “men;” but the Hebrew words without 
vowels are identical but for the addition of one letter in the 
former. Our text has “inherit” where the Septuagint has 
“seek afier;” but there again the difference in the two 
Hebrew words would be one letter only, so that there may 
well have been a various reading as preserved in the Septua- 
gint and Acts. James adds to the Septuagint “seek” the 
evidently correct completion “ the Lord.” 

Now, it is obvious that, even if we suppose his rendering 
of the whole verse to be a paraphrase of the same Hebrew 
text as we have, it is a correct representation pf the mean- 
ing; for the “inheriting of Edom” is no mere external vic- 
tory, and Edom is always in the Old Testament the type of 
the godless man. The conquest of the Gentiles by the re- 
storer of David’s tabernacle is really the seeking after the 
Lord, and the calling of his name upon the Gentiles. 

The conclusion drawn by James is full of practical wis- 
dom, and’ would have saved the church from many a sad page 
in its history, if its spirit had been prevalent in later “ coun- 
cils.’ Note how the very designation given to the Gentile 
converts in verse 19 carries argumentative force. They 
“turn to God from among the Gentiles.” If they have done 
that, surely their new separation and new attachment is 
enough, and makes insistence on circumcision infinitely 
ridiculous. They have the thing signified; what does it 
matter about the sign, which is good for us Jews, but need- 
less for them? If church rulers had always been as open- 
eyed as this bishop in Jerusalem, and had been content if 
people were joined to God and parted from the world, what 
torrents of blood, what frowning walls of division, what scan- 
dals and partings of brethren, would have been spared ! 

The points suggested are a portion of the precepts enjoined 
by Judaism on proselytes. The two former were necessary 
to the Christian life; the two latter were not, but were con- 
cessions to the Jewish feelings of the stricter party. The 
conclusion may be called a compromise, but it was one dic- 
tated by the desire for unity, and had nothing tnworthy in 
it. There should be giving and taking on both sides. If the 
Jewish Christians made the, to them, immense concession of 
waiving the necessity of circumcision, the Gentile section 
might surely make the small one of abstinence from things 
strangled and from blood. Dietetic regulations would daily 
assimilate the lives of the two parties, and would be a more 
visible and continuous token of their oneness than the single 
act of circumcision. ° 

But what does the reason in verse 21 mean? Why should 
the reading of Moses every sabbath be a reason for these 
concessions? Various answers are given; but the most natu- 
ral is that the constant promulgation of the Law made respect 
for the feelings (even if mistaken) of the Jewish Christians 
advisable, and the course suggested the most likely to win 
Jews who were not yet Christians. Both classes would be 
flung farther away if there were not some yielding. The 
general principle involved is that you cannot be too tender 
with old and deeply rooted convictions even if they be preju- 
dices, and that Christian charity, which is truest wisdom, will 
consent to limitations of Christian liberty if thereby any little 
one who believes in Him shall be saved from being offended, 
or any unbeliever from being repelled. 

The letter embodying James's wise suggestion needs little 
further notice. We may observe that there was no imposing 
an authoritative decision of the ecclesia, but that the whole 
thing was threshed out in free talk, and then the unanimous 
judgment of the community “ apostles, elders, and the whole 
church,” embodied in the Epistle. Observe the accurate ren- 
dering of verse 25 (Rev. Ver.), “ having come to one accord,” 
which gives a lively picture of the process. Note, too, that 
James’ proposal of a letter was mended by the addition of a 
deputation, consisting of an unknown “ Judas called Barsa- 
bas” (perhaps a relative of “ Joseph called, Barsabas,” the 
unsuccessful nominee for apostleship in chapter 1) and the 
well-known Silas or Silvanus, of whom we hear so much in 





Paul’s letters. That journey was the turning-point in his 


life, and he henceforward, attracted by the mass and mag- 
netism of Paul’s great personality, revolved round him, and 
forsook Jerusalem. 

Probably James drew up the document, which has the 
same somewhat unusual “greeting” as his Epistle. The 
sharp reference to the Judaizing teachers would be difficult 
for their sympathizers to swallow, but charity is not broken 
by plain repudiation of error and its teachers. “ Subverting 
your souls” is a heavy charge. The word is only here found 
in the New Testament, and means to unsettle, the image in 
it being that of packing up baggage for removal. The dis- 
avowal of these men is more complete if we follow the Re- 
vised Version in reading (v. 24) “no commandment” instead 
of “no such commandment.” 

These unauthorized teachers “ went;” but, in strong con- 
trast with them, Judas and Silas are chosen out and sent. 
Another thrust at the Judaizing teachers is in the affectionate 
eulogy of Paul and Barnabas as ‘‘ beloved,” whatever dis- 
paraging things had been said about them, and as having 
“ hazarded their lives,’ while these others had taken very 
good care of themselves, and had only gone to disturb con- 
verts whom Paul and Barnabas had won at the peril of their 
lives, 

The calm matter-of-course assertion that the decision which 
commended itgelf to “us” is the decision of “ the Holy Ghost’) 
was warranted by Christ’s promises, and came from the con- 
sciousness that they had obsegved the conditions he had laid 
down. They had brought their minds to bear upon the 
question, with the light of facts and of Scripture, and had 
come to a unanimous conclusion. If they believed their 
Lord’s parting words, they could not doubt that his Spirit 
had guided them. If we lived more fully in that Spirit, we 
should know more of the same peaceful assurance, which is 
far removed from the delusion of our own infallibility, and 
is the simple expression of trust in the veracious promises of 
our Lord. 

The closing words of the letter are beautifully brotherly, 
sinking authority, and putting in the foreground the advan- 
tage to the Gentile converts of compliance with the injunc- 
tions. “Ye shall do well,” rightly, and conformably with 
the requirements of brotherly love to weaker brethren, And 
thus doing well, they will “fare well,” and be strong. That 
is not the way in which “lords over God’s heritage” are accus- 
tomed to end their decrees. Brotherly affection, rather than 
authority imposing its will, breathes here. Would that all 
succeeding “councils” had imitated this, as well as “it 
seemed good to the Holy Ghost, and to us”! 

Manchester, England. 





TEACHING POINTS. 
BY BISHOP H. W. WARREN, D.D, 


THE APOSTOLIC COUNCIL. 


The first impression of the disciples was that men must be 
made Jews in order to be saved. Asif men should now think 
they must first be made Methodists in order to be made 
Christians. Peter’s experience with Cornelius now comes 
into play. Barnabas and Paul followed, rehearsing what 
signs and wonders God had wrought among the Gentiles, 
James was convinced, and saw a fulfilment of prophecy ; then 
all were persuaded and sent Barsabbas and Silas to accept 
Gentile Christians without their becoming Jews. 

This was the leading of God. The apostles had not planned 
it. They accepted it reluctantly. John, though present, 
seems to have been silent. The events of twenty years had 
not opened their minds, but a moment of God’s illumination 
did. 


monfal law, and a great assertion of the principles of morality, 
We have been wont to think the decisive battles of the 
world were fifteéh. But here is one, not counted, which yet 
was more decisive than any Waterloo. 

What an unspent vitality there was in the seed-thought of 
God, buried in Amos centuries before, that it should spring 
up in the Spirit-warmed mind of James at this crisis. These 
prophecies that the Gentiles, the nations, and all flesh, should 
share in God’s grace, had produced no effect on the minds of 
the readers for centuries. But in the fulness of time, under 
the quickening of events and the power of the Holy Ghost, their 
germinant life bursts forth. Plant the soil of youth thick 
with the word of God. Some time it shall spring forth and 
accomplish what he pleases. In the hinge of doubtful battle 
it shall be a mighty reinforcement, 2 


r “It seemed good to the Holy Ghost, and to us” was ap- 


propriate then and now. 
University Park, Colo. 





ILLUSTRATIVE APPLICATIONS. 
BY H. CLAY TRUMBULL. 


Barnabas and Paul rehearsing what signs and wonders God 
had wrought among the Gentiles by them (v.12). It was not 
what wonders had been wrought by them for God that Bar- 








pabas and Paul talked about, but it was the wonders thet 


This was a great victory for independence of the old cere- 4 
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God had wrought through them. He who thinks that he 
can do mych for God will find himself mistaken; but he who 
thinks that God is so ready to work wonders in behalf of 
needy souls that he will use even him in this line if he will 
put himself at God's service, will not be mistaken. The one 
man will not have anything worth talking about, the other 
will have. 

The Lord, who maketh these things known from the beginning 
of the world (v.18). The Revised Version of the New Testa- 
ment shows, as the former version did not in this place, that 
God not only knew his plan from the beginning, but he was 
disclosing his plan from the beginning. ‘The books of Moses 
were not the first revelation of God to man, and we have no 
reason for supposing that those who had not, or who have 
not these books, were left without any indication of God’s 
wish and purposes in their behalf. There are gleams of a 
light of revelation, all the world over, in the beliefs and cus- 
toms of primitive peoples; and we who have the Bible in 
its completeness are thereby furnished with an explanation 
of “the light which lighteth every man, coming into the 
world,” 

The apostles and the eiders, with the whole church (¥. 22). No 
one claimed the right to speak for all. If infallibility rested 
in either of the apostles at that time, he did not mention the 
fact, and no one else seemed to suspect it. Nejther did the 
apostles, nor yet “ the apostles and the elders,” assume to settle 
points of disputed doctrine or practice. “ The whole church” 
had a voice in that which concerned all. If there are legiti- 
mate successors of the apostles and elders now in the church, 
the fact of their legitimacy will be shown quite as much by 
what they do not claim as by what they do. 

To choose out men of their company; .. . chief men among 
the brethren. Although no one claimed to speak for all, it 
wasn’t supposed that every godly man was fit for everything. 

he necessity of having the right man for each special work 
was recognized by those whom the Holy Ghost led. For a 
mission of the kind now called for, the Jerusalem Christians 
chose out “ men of their company,” “ chief men among the 
brethren.” The best men available for any special Chris- 
tian duty are never too good. None others ought to be 
accepted. The best may in some cases be but poor specimens; 
but that only makes it the more important to have none below 
the best. For teaching a class, for superintending a Sunday- 
school, for leading a prayer-meeting, for distributing tracts, 
or for doing missionary visiting, an inferior person ought 
never to be chosen if a better person for that work can be 
secured, Fitness for a good work is quite as important an 
element as a willinguess to do it. 

Certain which went out from us have troubled you with words 
(v. 24). Itis very easy to make trouble with words. Words 
of error, unwise, or untimely, or unkind words, may mislead, 
or annoy, or wound those to whom they are spoken. Even 
Christians, as in this case, in giving counsel to young converts, 
may trouble them with words, One who wants to instruct 
or help others may do them serious harm through ill-advised 
words. There is nothing in which we have greater need of 
divine guidance than in choosing words by which to train a 
soul to the knowledge, or in the service, of the Lord Jesus. 
“ Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart 
be acceptable in thy sight, O Lord, my rock and my redeemer.” 

Men that have hazarded their lives for the name of our Lord 
Jesus (v.26). That is'a good record for any set of men. 
Not every man is called to peril his life for the cause of 
Christ; but he who is not ready to do this if the occasion 
comes is not a true disciple of Jesus. It is a very common 
and a very grievous mistake to claim that a man’s first duty 
is to preserve his life. His first duty is to obey God; and if 
his obedience costs him his life, he had a great deal better die 
than live. Living is a sin and a shame to a man when he 
must live at the cost of a crime,—of a theft, or a lie, or any 
other dishonorable act. The true discip® of Jesus will 
hazard his life for the honor of the name of the Lord Jesus. 

It seemed good to the Holy Ghost, @nd to us, to lay upon 
you no greater burden than these necessary things (v. 28). 
God never lays an unnecessary burden on one of his chil- 
dren. Those who represent him in any sphere of authority 
or instruction ought not to venture beyond the limits which 
God sets for himself. There is a great deal of over-governing 
in the world. It is found in the family, where many parents 
would have more of obedience from their children if their 
demands for it were less frequent and less severe; in the 
church and Sunday-school, where children are sometimes 
kept too*long or taxed too heavily; in the state, where a 
law of unnecessary rigor defeats ite own end, and lessens the , 
respect for other laws. Those who are instructed of the 
Holy Ghost lay on all over whom they have a care only such 
burdens as are beyond a question necessary. 

Philadelphia. 





TEACHING HINTS. 
BY A, F. SCHAUFFLER, D.D. 


For the class of scholars for whom I try to write, this is « 
hard lesson ; for it deals with conditions that never will occur 
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It seems to me, therefore, that the best way of dealing with 
the lesson is to take the most important truth that it con- 
tains, and enforce and illustrate that in reference to modern 
conditions. This truth is simple, and may be set forth in 
the statement: that salvation. comes through faith in Jesus 
Christ. 

This does not set aside repentance, for that is a fruit 
of a true faith. Nor does it at all exclude works as the 
result of faith. But it does emphasize the fact that faith, 
and nothing else, lies at the basis of true salvation. This is, 
indeed, a simple truth, on which all our Protestant churches 
are based, but yet one which has not always been clearly dis- 
cerned, and one which the majority of the human race has 
not yet apprehended. Those Jews who made all the trouble 
that we read of in our lesson thought that without some out- 
ward rite it was not possible for men to be saved. In this 
they were wrong. John 3: 16 shows this most conclusively. 
And it was a very great gain to the world to have the mis- 
take of these men clearly set forth, so that the spread of the 
gospel might not be hindered. Of course, our scholars have 
often heard this truth from the lips of their teachers, But it 
is well to emphasize it frequently, and to show them that it 
is only Christianity that opens up so easy a way of salvation 
as this. Let the teacher proceed to show the class that there 
is no qther religion in all the world that teaches this, All 
others teach that salvation is only attainable through works. 
Ask any of the missionaries to the Fiji Islands what the 
natives thought was the way to be saved. They will tell you 
of savage rites and ceremonies, and of dreadful deeds, all per- 
formed to appease the wrath of the gods whom those people 
worshiped. Of faith they knew nothing. 

Go t6 India, where the “ Light of Asia” has been shining 
for centuries, gnd see what their ideas of salvation are, Pil- 
grimages, penances, flagellations, cruel tortures, child-sacri- 
fices, self-mutilations, are among the ways in which they 
have been taught that they can obtain the favor of their 
gods, Mothers throwing their babes into the river Ganges; 
fakirs torturing themselves to death; men starving them- 
selves, or cutting themselves with knives, or hanging from 
hooks thrust through their backs,—these are sonie of the 
ways in which those who have lived under the “ Light of 
Asia” have sought for salvation. 

The latest of, all these great religions isthat of Islam. 
Yet thefe too, in spite of their good idea of one God, and one 
only, they have no idea of salvation except by works, ~I 
have asked a Mohammedan whether, when he died, he ex- 
pected to go to heaven. His reply was: “God only knows. 
If my good deeds counterbalance my evil deeds, yes; but if 
not, I must go to purgatory, and suffer till I have paid my 
debt.” And to make it as easy as possible for themselves, the 
Mohammedan believes that good deeds are so pleasing to 
God, that, for the sake of one good deed, God will wipe out 
ten sins. And to make good deeds easy, he is taught that to 
repeat the name of God is a good deed. So he will sit at his 
coffee, and, smoking his pipe, will at the same time count on 
his string of beads the name of God hundreds of times in an 
afternoon, and so (as he mistakenly thinks) get rid of thou- 
sands of sins. Yet, in spite of all this “salvation made easy,” 
the Mohaminedan never is sure how he stands on the books 
of his God. And this is the religion that in our days some 
Christians are lauding to the skies! 

Even in the Christian Church the same perversion of 
God’s truth has been found. Was it not against just such 
false teaching that Luther and the reformers rebelled, and 
from which they broke away? 

But even in Protestant churches we find those who place 
some reliance on church-membership, or confirmation, or 
baptism, or soundness of doctrine. Alas! Satan has ‘always 
striven to make men trust something else than the merit and 
work of Jesus, the Son of God ; for he knows that this is very 
pleasing to the natural man, and a thing that he readily 
accepts. Let the teacher then warn again and again that 
nothing but faith in Jesus is needful for salvation, and that 
this is needful ; for naught else can takeits place. “ Believe 
on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved.” Then 
thou wilt work good works in abundance, not to be by them 
saved, but because thou art already a saved soul. 

New York City. 





HINTS FOR THE PRIMARY TEACHER. 
BY FAITH LATIMER. 


In what place did the people want to worship Paul and 
Barnabas? ‘What so changed their minds that. they stoned 
Paul? In what other cities did they preach on their mis- 
sionary journey? From Antioch near the sea Paul and Bar- 
nabas started to go out as missionaries. They went a second 
time to all the cities where they had preached, visited all the 
churches, and sailed back to Antioch. : 

In Antioch.—It was there that the Holy Spirit first showed 
the disciples that they should choose Barnabas and Paul to 
go out as missionaries. They met, and prayed God to send 





again, and in which these scholars take but little interest. 


a blessing upon the apostles, to keep them on their journey, 
to guide and help them in all their work; then they laid 








hands upon their heads as the apostles knelt before them, 
and sent them away. Barnabas and Paul spent two or three 
years as missionaries; then went again to Antioch to tel! 
those who sent them where they had been and what they 
had done. ‘ 

The Missionary Report.—Did you ever go to a meeting 
where some returned missionaries talked of their work and 
of the countries and the strange people they had seen? {j 
Paul and Barnabas talked to the Antioch church people, 
Do you suppose they said much of the abuse at different 
places, of being cast out of the city, or of being stoned and 
left for dead? They told what God had done for them, how 
he helped them to do miracles in the name of Jesus, to make 
the lame walk, to see the hearts of the wicked, to persuade 
men to believe in Jesus Christ. They told, too, of the 
Gentiles, how they heard and believed. They took none 
of the glory or praise to themselves, but said God had 
opened a door of faith to the Gentiles. They stayed a long 
time with the disciples in Antioch, preaching to Jews- and 
Gentiles. 

From Judea.—While they were there, some men from’ 
Judea came and began trying to persuade the Gentile Chris. 
tians that they must become Jews, and obey all the laws of 
Moses about worship, as did the most pious Jews. Paul and 
Barnabas had preached, as Jesus Christ had said, belief 
on the Lord. Who spoke to Saul the day he was struck 
blind near Damascus? Jesus then told him that he had 
chosen him to send him to the Gentiles, to open their eyes, 
that they might turn from darkness to light, from Satan unto 
God, and their sins be forgiven. Was there a word about 
becoming Jews? Paul and Barnabas had taught, “ He that 
believeth on the Son hath everlasting life,” repeating the 
words of Jesus Christ himself. They had said over and over, 
“‘ Whosoever believeth in him shall not perish,” but no nien- 
tion of forms or rules which could save the soul. The men 
who thought it wrong for Jew and Gentile to eat together, 
or meet and worship together as brethren, said that the Gen- 
tiles must keep all the laws of Moses or they could not be 
saved, 

In Jerusalem.—The Christians in Antioch wanted to know 
and to do what was right; so they appointed some of their 
number to go with Barnabas and Paul to Jerusalem, and 
talk it all over with the apostles and elders there, They 
stopped at some of the churches.on the way, and told of the 
Gentiles becoming Christians, and all who heard it were glad, 
In Jerusalem they had a meeting of apéstles and elders, 
Peter was there, and told how God had sent a vision to teach 
hifa that he should not call the Gentiles unclean, but that 
he should preach to them; that he obeyed, and they believed 
on Jesus Christ. To what Roman soldier did God send a 
message that he should send for Peter? Peter told all the 
company of elders and apostles how God sent the Holy Spirit 
upon the Gentiles, and that all, both Jew and Gentile, should 
be saved by the grace of God. Then Paul and Barnabas told 
of their work in so many places, of the Gentiles who had be- 
lieved, and how God had shown that he approved by doing 
signs and wonders as they ‘preached. 

The Elders.— James, who was a brother of Jesus and a 
leader in the church in Jerusalem, answered those who had 
spoken. He showed how the word of God, as the prophets 
had written, was fulfilled, as the Gentiles accepted Jesus as 
their Saviour. James and Peter both agreed that it would 
be wrong to lay upon the Gentiles rules and laws which they 
could not ke@p. Peter asked why they should put a yoke 
upon their necks, which meant that to try and make them 
obey all the Jewish Jaw would be a burden too heavy for 
them to bear, and he said to them our golden text for to-day. 
James proposed that they should write to the Gentiles, and 
say they. would not trouble them with any hard rules of wor- 
ship or of living. 

The Letter.—They wrote a letter to the Gentile Christians 
in Antioch and all Syria, and wherever Gentiles had become 
Christians. They called them brethren, and sent greeting, 
words of welcome, tothem. They wrote that it seemed good 
for them to send a letter by some chosen men with Barnabas 
and Paul,—men who had risked their lives for the name of 
Jesus Christ. They knew some of the dangers by sea and 
land that the missionaries had suffered, the hatred of ene- 
mies, the lonely roads over mountains, past dens of robbers, 
of being hungry and tired, foot-sore and heart-sick, of rough 
usage and wounds; yet they had borne it all for Jesus’ sake. 
They wrote that the Holy Ghost had shown them what to 
write in the letter. They warned them to keep from some 
of the ways in which they had worshiped when they were 
serving idols, and said they would not lay upon them any 
needless burdens of laws or forms of worship. Was any one 
ever saved by keeping laws only? One day when Jesus was 
on earth, a young man came running to him to ask what he 
should do to be saved. Jesus asked him if he knew the Ten 
Commandments. The young man said he had always kept 
them all. Did Jesus say that could save him? No; he 
could see his heart. Jesus knew'he had not obeyed because 
his heart was all love to God and his neighbor; and the 
young man went away in sorrow. No work that we can do, 





no tears for sin, can buy salvation. The message to-day is 
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the same as when Jesus and his apostles said it: “ Believe 
on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved.” 


Louisville, Ky. 





ORIENTAL LESSON-LIGHTS. 
BY H. B, TRISTRAM, D.D., LL. D., F. B.S. 


Tue AposTotic Counctt.—We may note, in considering 
the record of this great apostolic council, how the one object 
of the speakers was to conciliate the predominant Jewish 
element in the assembly to the reception of Gentile converts 
without requiring them to pass through the portals of the 
Mosaic dispensation. The discussion was in the Hebrew or 
Syriac language, not in Greek. Hence Simon Peter is spoken 
of as Symeon, and tle companion of St. Paul is called by the 
Aramaic form of his name, Silas, instead of Sylvanus, his 
Roman name. Of James, “the brother of the Lord” who 
presided, history tells us Jittle. The Eastern Church has 
generally maintained that he was not identical with the 
apostle James, the son of Alpheus, but that he was chosen 
as head of the church in Jerusalem on account of his near 
relationship to our Lord, and also from his zealous observance, 
in hisown life, of the ordinances of the law of Moses. Jerome 
and Augustin take the opposite view, and have been followed 
by most Western writers in the belief that the chair of Jeru- 
salem was occupied by the apostle. Josephus mentions his 
martyrdom by stoning, shortly before the siege of Jerusalem, 
by order of Ananos the high-priest ; and adds that the death 
of James the Just aroused great indignation among the better 
disposed of the people, who, in consequence, obtained from 
King Agrippa the deposition of Ananos frora the high-priest- 
hood, Many of the Jews, we are told by Eusebius, looked 
on the destruction of Jerusalem as a punishment for this 
murder of the,“ just” man. Tradition as given by Hege- 
sippus adds many details,—that James had rather the mien 
of John the Baptist than of a rabbi, with bare feet, a linen 
ephod, and unshorn beard and locks, as a Nazarite ; and that 
he was buried under the walls of the temple. 

“ Tunes SACRIFICED TO Ipors, .. . Fornication.”—To 
understand the meaning and importance of the injunctions to 
the Gentile converts, we must grasp the idea of what was then 
the’social life of the world in the*great centers of the East. 
It might seem strange that there is not one word on the burn- 
ing question of circumcision, and that all is summarized in 
four commands or canons, two of which are strictly moral, 
the others simply ceremonial. But all four have a bearing 
on the intercourse between Jewish and Gentile believers, on 
the terms on which alone intercommunion was possible 
between them, and on the points on which association with 
the heathen was impossible. “ Pollutions of idols” is more 
far-reaching than St, Paul’s counsel to the Corinthians to ask 
no questions, but if told by a heathen entertainer that the 
meat was offered to an idol, then to abstain, for the sake 
of others who might deem the partaking to be rendering 
honor to the idol. That injunction was in consideration of 
weak Gentile brethren; this was with regard to Jewish 
brethren. We must remember how idolatry interpenetrated 
every department of social life, A worshiper of some heathen 
god made a sacrifice, He led the victim to the altar, on 
which its blood was poured out. The entrails were then con- 
sumed in the fire. After this the carcass was at the disposal 
of the offerer. He might sell part in the market, where 
it would at once secure purchasers, as being dedicated to the 
gods and blessed by the priest, With part he would make a 
feast at his own house, and invite his friends, in honor of his 
tutelary deity. To join knowingly in such a feast would be 
to be a partaker in idolatry. Or very often the sacrificial 
banquet would be held within the temple precincts, To par- 
ticipate in this would be a still more public recognition of the 
false god, though the guest might have pleaded that he 
joined in no act of positive worship. But the second canon 
reminds us how fearfully the heathen world had fallen from 
the lowest moral standard, until it had even consecrated vice. 
The most shameless violations of purity had a religious sanc- 
tion in the sacrifices and feastsyof the heathen temples, in 
which crowds of priestesses took the lead. The new con- 
verts, familiar with sin, might scarcely realize the difference 
between right and wrong; and it was a merciful injunction 
which, prohibiting their attendance at idol feasts, disentan- 
gled them from the pollutions inseparable from their former 
idolatrous life. When we remember that the groves of 
Daphne were close to Antioch, and that Paphos was the 
center of the worship of Cyprus, we can well understand why 
the law of purity is combined with the prohibition of idola- 
trous feasts. 
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QUESTION HINTS. 
BY PROFESSOR AMOS R. WELLS. 


FOR THE TEACHER. - 


For review, the superintendent’s questions on the previous 
lesson may be used. 


Barnabas provide for the continued oversight of the churches 
in Asia Minor? How were these elders ordained? (Acts 
13:3.) To-what especial source of strength did they point 
these elders? (Acts 20:32.) Where were the towns through 
which they passed on their return? From what city did 
the second and third missionary journeys start? To whom 
did the apostles make their report? What was the climax 
of it? 
2. Tue Empassy (Acts 15: 1-4)\—What disturbing ele- 
ments arrived at Antioch? How would the country of the 
new comers gain respectful hearing for their message? What 
was their contention? Why was this a natural opinion on 
their part? What was the relative importance of this dis- 
pute in the early church? What are the analogous conten- 
tions among modern Christians? What opposing principles 
were at issue in this discussion? How did they decide to 
settle the question? Why was this a wise decision? Who 
are the apostles known to have been living at Jerusalem then? 
(Gal. 1:18,19; 2:9.) How were Paul and Barnabas at- 
tended? Who was among these brethren? (Gal.2:3.) What 
was their route? What could Panl report on the way that 
would not be an anticipation of the decision he was seeking? 
What shows that the Pharisees were not upheld by all the 
Jews? How were Paul and Barnabas received at Jerusalem? 
What was their introduction to their real errand? Why is 
a statement of positive results the best introduction to “doubt- 
ful disputations” ? 

3. Tue Desate (Acts 15 : 5-12).—-Who stood forth to 
oppose the admission of Gentiles to the church? On what 
did the Rharisees base their requirement? (Isa. 56 : 6; 52:1, 


(Gal. 2:2.) Why was not the discussion held jn the public 
meeting? Which of the apostles spoke for Paul and Bar- 
nabas? What argument did he use? How did he avoid 
making his speech appear like a boast? How did he describe 
the rabbinical ordinances? How did he express his hope for 
the Gentiles? How did he prove that God had been with 
him? How was his address received ? 

4. Tue Decision (vs. 13-21)—Who was this James? (Gal. 
1:19; 2:9.) What book of the New Testament did he 
write? Why was it fit that he should be head of the church 
at Jerusalem? (Gal.1:19; Jas.1:1.) Who wasthis Simeon? 
(2 Pet.1:1.) What is the meaning of “ visit” as used in 
verse 14? (Luke 1: 68,78; 7:16; Heb.2:6.) In what 
sense had the Jews hitherto been the only “ people for his 
name”? (Psa.135:4; Tit.3:8.) How can any man or nation 
he “for hisname”’? (1 Chron, 16: 8-10.) From what prophet 
does Jamesquote? (Amos9:11,12.) From what other prophets 
might he have quoted? (Rom. 15: 9-12; Psa. 18:49; Deut. 
32:43; Psa. 117:1; Isa. 11:10.) “ After these things” 
(v. 16)—what things? (2 Chron. 36:17.) What is implied 
in “I will return” ? (Isa. 46:12,13.) For what did “the 
tabernacle of David” stand, in James’s thought? How is 
man’s seeking God dependent upon God’s seeking man? 
What does “upon whom my name is called” signify? (Isa. 
44:5.) What argument did James use to show that he was 
proposing nothing novel? If God “ made these things known 
from the beginning,” in what way only were nations outside 
of Judaism excluded from his favor? What right had James 
to pronounce the decision? How was this decision given to 
him? (Acts 15:28.) Wat constitutes “turming to,God”? 
(Acts 11: 21.) What were these “pollutions of idols” ? 
(Acts 15: 29.) Why was this command especially necessary 
under the new conditions *(1 Cor. 8: 1-13; 10:19.) Why 
did the Gentile converts especiall} need the warying against 
licentiousness? (Deut. 12:31.) What, on the other hand, 
were the Jewish laws and customs? (Lev. 18: 1-30 ; 20: 1-27.) 
Where was the eating of bloof forbidden to the Jews? (Gen. 
9:4; Lev.3:17; 17:10-14.) Why? Why did they refuse 
to eat things strangled? What are the present Jewish cus- 
toms in regard to such matters? Are they wise? Why? 
What had the ancient and regular preaching of these laws 
to do with the matter? How was this decision in the nature 
of a compromise? What was given up by each side? When 
only are compromises useful ? 

5. Tue Lerrer (vs. 22-29).— What shows that they “made 
it unanimous”? Why were Judas and Silas sent with Paul 
and Barnabas? Of whose family may this Judas have been 
a member? (Acts1:23.) Whowasthis Silas? (2 Cor.1:19; 
1 Thess. 1:1, etc.) Why was it best to have this decision in 
writing? What is the meaning of the clause, “they wrote 
letters by them”? What does the absence of reference to 
this decree in Paul’s letters show about its effect in settling 
the dispute? What is implied in the contrast between “went 
out” (vy. 24) and “send”? (v. 25.) How could the require- 
ment of circumcision be said to be a subversion of the.souls 
of the Gentiles? How far is it the duty of bodies of Chris- 
tians to see that their decisions are made with “ one accord” ? 
Why? Why, possibly, is Barnabas named ‘before Paul ? 
(Acts 11: 22.) On what occasions had Paul and Barnabas 
“ hazarded their lives” ? (Acts 13: 50; 14: 2,5,19.) What 
kinds of heroism do men admire most? “ For the name” of 
Christ,—what does that mean? (Acts 4:10.) How did they 
know that what they were doing was pleasing to the Holy 





a 1. Tae Rervgn (Acts 14; 23-28).—How did Paul and 


etc.) What preparation was made for the public discussion? | 





‘ 
we a right to add the authority of the Holy Spirit to our 
sentences ? 

FOR THE SUPERINTENDENT. 
1. Who came to Antioch to disturb the church there? 
2. What part of the disciplesdid they attack? -2. What cere 
mony did they urge upon them? 4. What way did the dis- 
ciples take of finding out the truth? 5. Why was this a good 
way? 6, What report did Paul and Barnabas fiave to make 
at Jerusalem? 7. What argument did Peter give to prove’ 
that the Gentiles were acceptable toGod? 8. What decision 
did James pronounce? 9. How was this decision sent to the 
Gentiles at Antioch? 10. What ‘could they feel now about 
their safety ? (golden text.) 11. Why was this a good way 
of settling a dispute? 


Boston, Mass, 
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HINTS FOR LESSON-HYMNS. 


“ Tell me the old, old story.” 

“Tell me more about Jesus.” 

“ Tell it out among the nations.” 

“ Tell it again.” 

“ Far, far away in heathen darkness.” 
“ The half was never told.” 

** Joy to the world! the Lord is come.” 
“My soul, be on thy guard.” 





LESSON SUMMARY. 


Here is a lesson on the spirit and methods of those who 
would meet wisely a question as to adhering to old-time stand- 
ards of belief and practice, or of recognizing the necessity of 
a change conformably to new needs and of unvarying truth. 

The Jewish faith had been the one pure faith in the world, 
Our’ Lord and his apostles had conformed to that faith. The 
early Christians were Jews who accepted Jesus as the Mes- 
siah promised to the Jews. At first there had been no ques- 
tion as to the importance of the Mosaic teachings to Christian 
Jews, but now the question-had arisen whether a change was 
not a necessity, in view of a new class of members in the 
Christian Church. A council was gathered at Jerusaiem to 
consider that question, and to say what revision of standards, 
if any, were needful. . How did the members of that council 
meet that question ? 

In the first place, they looked at the providential indica- 
tions in the case. They recognized God’s Land in the in- 
gathering of the Gentiles, and they saw that new duties came 
with a new state of things. 

Then they turned to the written word of God, to see if 
there were any teachings there to gain new force in the 
light of these providential events. They wou'd be guided by 
what God had said of old-time concerning things to come, 
but they would be ready to perceive a meaning in his prophe- 
cies that they had not perceived before. 

And. finally they sought for personal guidance, in their 
thinking and saying, from the Holy Spirit. What seemed 
good to the Holy Spirit seemed good to them. 

Any revision of old opinions or of venerable standards that 
is brought about in accordance with this course of the’apostles 
is likely to be a safe and wise revision. And the same prin- 
ciple is alike applicable to one’s personal opinions and to the 
standards of a body of believers. It is well to be guided by 
God’s providences, God’s word, and God’s Spirit. 


ADDED POINTS. 

Hearing & more important than speaking, when it is the 
time for hearing. A man who would have power on a sub- 
ject that is under discussion, must first hear enough to know 
at least one side of that subject. 





Spirit? (John 16:13; Acts 10:44; 13:24) Whenhave 


Familiar passages of the Bible have a new meaning ig 
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them to those who read them in the light of new facts and 
experiences. 

The plan of God from the beginning had reference to the 
needs of all men. 

There are messages to men in the public reading of the 
Bible in the sanctuary. And those who hear the Bible read 
are responsible for a right use of their hearing. 

Differences'of opinion in the Chrisfian Church are not a 
thing of recent times alone. Men disagreed about standards 
of orthodoxy and of right living in the days of the apostles, 

A loving word spoken face to face has power beyond all 
that can be wrought by a written letter. 

What were duties forall Christians in that day, are they 
not duties for the present time as well? 


BOOKS AND WRITERS. 


— 
MODERN METHODS OF ILLUSTRATION* 
Designers of Christmas books of the present sea- 


son show, of course, the influence of the methods of 
the early hand-decorators of manuscripts or partially 


' printed books; and William Morris, Walter Crane, and 


other esthetes, tell us that we can do nothing better than 
to give a reverent study to the adornments, made by 
pen, pencil, brush, or printing-types, which we find in 
the fifteenth and preceding centuries, Again, as the 
rude sketches of the old masters are sometimes more 
profitable for study than their elaborate paintings, so 
they are unquestionably more closely akin to the art of 
producing well-made and well-illustrated books,—an art 
in which a certain freedom of effect is desirable. 

There are, in general, three kinds of illustration in 
printed books: first, where the picture is made from a 
raised and inked surface impressed on the paper, as in 
a woodcut, or a stereotyped or electrotyped plate thereof; 
second, where the impression is made by forcing the 
paper into inked grooves cut into a smooth surface, as in 
copperplate, steelplate, etching, or photogravure; third, 
where the illustration is produced by printing from a 
wholly flat surface, so inked or chemically prepared that 
certain parts cause certain colors to appear, as in lithog- 
raphy or photography. 

~Of these, the first-named—the woodcut—is earliest in 
point of time, and is still, in some respects, the most im- 
portant and generally serviceable in printed books and 
periodicals, though now its province is greatly invaded 
by various photographic processes, Old Alexander 
Anderson, in this country, was a pioneer in populariz- 
ing the general Bewick method of wood-engraving, 
which was likewise effectively promoted in the United 
States by the Harpers, the American Tract Society, 
and other publishers of juvenile, educational, and mis- 
cellaneous books. 

The present development of wood-engraving in Amer- 
ica dates from 1860-1865, when A. V. 8. Anthony, 
Henry Marsh, J. P. Davis, and their associates, began 
to show a mastery of their art paralleled by few Eng- 
lishmen save W. J. Linton, who had himself become a 
resident of this country. These four men were agreed 
that the wood-engraver must-be a middleman, an inter- 
preter, and an original artist, in one. Of the four men, 
Linton has been most strenuous in his insistence upon 
the importance of the pure line, as against “‘ cross-hatch- 
ing” or fuzziness of varioussorts, Other engravers have 
been willing to adopt a mixture of various methods, and 
to sink their own personalities and artistic methods-in a 
minute transfer of what they find in the picture they are 
copying. The question between the old and the new 
school of engravers resolves itself into this: ‘‘Is the 
engraver an artist; free to reproduce effects in his own 
way, or is he merely a copyist, whose business is but to 
transfer to one medium what he findsin another?” The 
merit of the old school is its strength or brilliancy of 
effect ; its demerit is its occasional serious alteration of 





*Old Italian Masters. Engraved by Timothy Cole, with historical 
notes by W_ J. Stillman, and brief comments by the engraver. 9x6 
inches, cloth, pp. xxi, 282. New York: The Century Company. 
Price, $10.00. 

English Cathedrals: Canterbury, Peterborough, Durham, Salis- 
bury, Lichfield, Lincoln, Ely, Wells, Winchester, Gloucester, York, 
London. By Mrs. MarianaG. Van Rensselaer. Illustrated by Joseph 
Pennell. 1244 10 inches, cloth, pp. xxix, 395. New York: The 
Century Company. Price, $6.00. 

Paul and Virginia. By Bernardin de Saint-Pierte. Illustrated by 
Laguillermie. 75 inches, cloth, pp. v, 191. Boston: Estes and 
Lauriat. Price, $2.00. 

The School for Scandal. By Richard Brinsley Sheridan. 
trated by Frank M. Gregory. 9x7 inches, cloth. New York: Dodd, 
Mead, and Company. Price, $3.50. 

A Wonder-Book for Girls and Boys. By Nathaniel Hawthorne. 
With sixty designs by Walter Crane. 9'4x6% inche@ cloth, pp. x, 
210. Boston: Houghton, Mifflin, and Company. Price, $3.00, 

The Scarlet Letter. By Nathaniel Hawthorne. Illustrated. 2 vols. 
Tex5'4 inches, cloth. ston : S. E. Cassino. 

Hyperion, a Romance. By Henry Wadsworth Longfellow. Illus- 
trated. 7%,x5%, inches, clotb, pp. li, 382. Philadelphia; Porter and 
Doates. Price, $3.50. 
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the thing copied. The merit of the new school is its 
delightful honesty of transfer; its demerit is its petty 
copying of things not worth it, or its unsuccessful en- 
deayor to represent in one material what was created in 
another. 

At the present time most woodcuts are made from 
photographs reducing large drawings or other pictures 
to the size of the block to be cut. This relieves the en- 
graver of his old-time necessity of arbitrary copying 
by the eye or by redrawing. The new custom tends, of 
course, to strengthen the methods of the later or literalist 
school of engraving, which transfers rather than inter- 
prets. Most so-called woodcuts are now electrotype- 
plates of woodcuts; the steam-press has supplanted the 
hand-press; glessy or highly finished paper is needed 
for the best effects of fineness in woodcuts or process- 
work pictures; and there has come to bea constantly 
increasing necessity for ‘‘ making up” the electrotype on 
the press by backing it in parts needing a black impres- 
sion. With all this, the strength that was so manifest 
in the days of hand-made.paper, the hand-press, and 
direct printing from the wood, has somewhat suffered ; 
but prettiness and daintiness, especially in soft effects of 
landscape, cloud, dress, complexion, statuary, architec- 
ture, etc., have been remarkably secured. The best con- 
temporary wood-engravers of portraits, however, suchas 
Kruell, resist. this tendericy toward soft prettiness and 
photographic impressionism, and still rely chiefly ona 
burin-cut line as a creator of an art-result and agevealer 
of forceful character in the subject of the engraving. 
Says a recent critic concerning an engraver whose im- 
portant new book will be mentioned farther on: “ Cole 
denies himself no advantage to be derived from any 
modern method of working; but his line is his main de- 
pendence, and it is sufficient for his need. It is marvel- 
lous that with the simple line he can sustain such pure 
tones, or make such nice geadations; that, with a line so 
close as in many of these pictures, he should remain 
so light and appear so strong.” 

Copperplate engravings, once so popular, especially in 
portraiture, are now almost unknown. . Their merit, 
like that of mezzotint steel engravings, was a sort of 
agreeable mildness of tone; their demerit, a diffused 
weakness, Steel engravings, now little made because of 
their great cost in comparison with photograyures and 
other sun-processes applied te the printed plate, can 
never entirely be given up; their present non-manufac- 
ture must enhance the price of prints by the well-known 
masters of this and previous centuries. Not only Ede- 
linck or Sharp in bygone times, but C. H: Jeens in ours, 
have approved this art as combining the strength of such 
a wood-engraving as that of Gladstone (by W. Biscombe 
Gardner) in The English, Illustrated Magazine for Sep- 
tember, 1892, with the daintiness of the current half- 
tone pictures at their best. 

The etching is in its essential nature the highest form 
of graphic art designed for printing; for it is the one 
form in which artist and engravgr may best be combined 
in the Same individual. The picture is drawn directly 
on the wax with the etching-needle, and then the lines 
are bitten into the platé by the chemical action of the 
acid bath, ‘ 

Lithography, plain and colored, once seemed likely to 
replace other methods that are still held in higher 
esteem; but it labors under the impossibility of being 
printed along with type on the ordinary printing-press, 
and, lacks the brilliancy of wood and steel, or the pleasant 
softness of half-tone process-pictures. Occasionally, as in 
Crane’s Wonder-Book, mentioned farther on, it is the 
medium for the attainment of a high artistic success, 

Photographs proper, like lithographs, require sepa- 
rate printing, and even, in addition, separate mounting ; 
heliotypes, or other gelatine reproductions of photo- 
graphs for printing with ink, must also be impressed on 
other sheets than those of the text they accompany ; 
while process-work for electrotype printing is monoto- 
nous in effect, and likely to become muddy after repeated 
impressions, unless great care be taken. As reproduc- 
tions of. steel-engravings these methods are partial or 
complete failures; as reproductions of portraits or views, 
some of the half-tone cuts are extremely pretty and 
faithful, and are now made so cheaply that they seem 
likely to replace woodcuts in all ordinary book and 
newspaper illustration. Photogravures, or photo-etch- 
ings, usually somewhat retouched, have driven out steel- 
engravings as direct reproducers of paintings, and possess 
the great advantage of getting rid of the sometimes de- 
structive middleman. Yet, on the other hand, the mas- 
terful steel-engraver isan artist for the very reason that 
he does not sink his own personality, and deals in a 





strong line unknown to sun-pictures of any sort. 





Of the illustrated books of the present year, far the 
most important is the reissue, from The Century, of Mr. 
Timothy Cole’s well-knowm series of woodeut reproduc. 
tions of paintings by the Old Italian Masters. These 
faithfully made copies of noted pictures, engraved in 
every case after a direct study of the originals, distinct] y 
form one of the permanent attainments of American wood- 
engraving, now the best anywhere, and show that rea] 
masterpieces of this art need not fear any competition 
from ¢heaper short-cut methods, 

From The Century is also reissued Mrs. van Rensse- 
laer’s papers on English Cathedrals, with Mr. Pennell’s 
accompanying pen-and-ink drawings. Mr. Pennell’s 
line-work of this sort, like Mr. Herbert Railton’s in 
England, becomes monotonous after a'time, and gives an 
effect of sameness to the different buildings and landscapes 
portrayed, 

A poor example of the etching is afforded in the pic- 
tures accompanying an otherwise pretty new edition of 
Paul and Virginia, If the etching at its best is at the 
head of the graphic printing arts, at its worst it is dan- 
gerously weak. These pictures, by a French artist, are 
stiff and superfluous, and give the hero and heroine a 
maturity untrue to the author’s portrayal. 

Mr. Frank M. Gregory, who a few years ago put forth 
an edition of Sheridan’s Rivals, illustrated in colors, this 
year tries his hand at The School for Scandal, with even 
less success, The pictures are in some cases almost as 
blurry and intangible as those in Mr. Oscar Wilde’s 
would-be esthetic House of Pomegranates volume, where 
a non-existent sheet of tissue paper seems to cover the 
designs. 

A much more enjoyable set of colored pictures adorn- 
ing a literary classic is found in Hawthorne’s A Wonder- 
Book for Girls and Boys, illustrated by Walter Crane. 
Mr, Crane, whose Baby’s Opera first made him widely 
known in this country, is an inveterate mannerist, and, 
like most mannerists, occasionally draws figures, classical 
or pre-Raphaelite as the case may be, that are so con- 
ventionalized as to be» more awkward than life-like. 
Again, he has in his lattér years fallen manifestly under 
the influence of Elihu Vedder, whose Rubaiyat pictures 
Mr. Crane slavishly and stiffly copied in the designs 
accompanying a valueless poem of his own entitled The 
Sirens Three. . At, his best, however, Mr, Crane. is a 
clever designer, with a fine eye for form and for color, 
and a deft brush, which is never more successful than in 
decorating or interpreting literary masterpieces in which 
humor or mystery, or both, are characteristics; The 
Wonder-Book, as now issued with his adornment, is 
his artistic masterpiece. The size, covers, paper, and 
typography of the book, as well as its larger and smaller 
pictures in color, are his own design, and the result is 
an artistic unity. According to the fashion observed in 
Mr. William Morris’s Kelmscott Press books, The Knight 
Errant (Boston quarterly), and other highly esthetic 
publications; there are no leads between the lines; but 
here the lines are shorter and the cut of the type less 
black than in the examples just named, or in Mr, Hop- 
kinson Smith’s A Day at Laguerre’s, lately noticed here ; 
therefore the eye is not wearied or blinded as in some of 
these pages particularly designed to be blessings to vision, 

Hawthorne, too, is this year further honored by an 
illustrated edition of The Scarlet Letter,—a work which, 
its copyright having expired, iscommon property. Haw- 
thorne remains, usually, a puzzle to the illustrators; 
these washy designs fall below Mrs. Mary Hallock 
Foote’s drawings made for the same romance, fifteen 
years ago, and below the late Mr. Darley’s not very 
valuable outline sketches of Hester and her associates. 

A pleasant, though rather gaudily bound, example of 
the excellent custom of illustrating books by photo- 
gravures of related scenéry is this year afforded in an 
edition of Longfellow’s Hyperion, which, of course, lends 
itself excellently to such adornment. 





“ Fishin’ Jimmy” is one of the charming character 
studies in Annie Trumbull Slosson’s Seven Dreamers. 
It contains the very sum of the gospel in a wonderfully 
attractive dialect story of a plain fisherman among the 
hills of New Hampshire, to whom Jesus Christ was 
revealed through his sympathy with the fishermen of 
Galilee. Besides its circulation in the volume above 
named, this story has been published by itself in a con- 
venient form by Anson D. F. Randolph & Co., and in 
this form it has been multiplied by a score of thousands. 
And now a companion to this story by the same gifted 
writer has been issued by the same publishers, under 
the name of Aunt Liefy. As Fishin’ Jimmy showed the 
power of Christ’s love for souls, Aunt Liefy shows the 





transforming power of loveinasoul, It is a rare exhibit 
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of the spiritual development of a human 
soul, from deadness to joyous life, through 
a sense of being loved by others and be- 
ing loved divinely. The story exhibits 
the best traits of Mrs, Slosson’s delicate 
and subtle but always effective genius ; and 
jt is sure of a welcome by all who are 
familiar with Fishin’ Jimmy or The Seven 
Dreamers. (75 inches, pp. 50. New 
York: Anson Ds F. Randolph & Co, 
Price, 60 cents.) 


Mrs. Rebecca Harding Davis, like 
“Marion Harland” and Mrs. Harriet 
Prescott Spofford, stands midway in time 
between our novelists of the Cooper, 
Hawthorne, and Megs. Stowe group on the 
one hand, and the contemporary writers of 
realistic short stories on the other. Her 
first successes, Margret Howth, Life in 
the Iron Mills, and Waiting for the 
Verdict, anticipated in some degree the 
prevalent methods of Miss Wilkins and 
“Charles Egbert Craddock;” but her 
new book of tales, grouped as Silhouettes 
of American Life, shows that her work is 
more akin to the earlier romanticism than 
to the later minute realism. On the 
whole, Mrs. Davis does not appear at her 
best in such short stories, sketches, or 
studiés as these, in which the firm touch 
of the artist is too often lacking. (7354 
inches, cloth, pp. v, 280. New York: 
Charles Scribner’s Sons. Price, $1.00.) 








BUSINESS DEPARTMENT. 


A correct statement of the circulation of The 
Sunday School Times is given each week. The 
regular edition this week for eubscribers ts 
152,500 copies. Advertisers are free to examine 
the subscription list at any time. The advertis- 
ing rateis$1.25 per line, with digcounts of from 
5 per cent on two insertions, to 40 per cent on 
an advertisement running a year. An adver- 
tiser agreeing to take a certain uniform amount 
of space (not less than three inches) in each is- 
sue for a yean, or a uniform amount of space, 
weekly, forashorter period, thaavholeto amount 
to not less than one thousand dollars, may have 
such @ position in the paper, regularly, as he 
may choose, so fur as it will not conflict with 
earlier contracts with other advertisers, nor with 
the Publisher's idea of the general make-up of 
theadvertising pages. All advertising, however, 
conditioned on anappearanceupon the last page, 
will be charged an ad of twenty per cent 
upon the regular rates. 











SPECIAL NOTICES. 
Good Cookin 





is one of the chief a. -_~ of 


every home. To always insure 8, pud- 
dings, sauces, etc., use Gall Borden * Bag le” Brand 
Condensed Milk. Directions on the label. Sold by 


your grocer and druggist 


SUNDAY-SCHOOL PAPERS 


PUBLISHED BY THE 


AMERICAN TRACT SOCIETY. 


THE CHILD'S PAPER (monthly). Bright, 
interesting reading, beautifully illustrated. Ten or 
more copies to one address, 10 cts. each per zene. Sin- 
gle subscription, 25 cts. 


MORNING LIGHT (monthly), double sheet, 
can be used as a semi-monthly. Pure, wholesome 
reading, choice fllustrations; suited for younger class- 
es, Terms same as ‘‘ Child’s Paper.” 


APPLES OF GOLD, for Primary classes, in 
weekly parts; beautiful pictures, and pripted in large 
clear type; a chromo picture each q . Nothing 
better for the littleones. Subscription, 50 cts, a year; 
5 copies, 35 cts. each ; 10 or more copies, 25 cts. each. 

AMERICAN MESSENGER (monthly). Full 
of practical Christianity, having bright articles from 
the best writers. It ought to be in every household. 
Singly, 25 cts. a year ; 5 copies to one address, §1 ; 20 
Copies, $3:50; 40 or more copies, 15 cts. each. 

Each of the above to oné subseriber, $1 per 
year, postpaid. Sample copies free. 


HINTS AND HELPS 


ON THE INTERNATIONAL 8.8. LESSONS 
FOR 1893. Pungent, practical expositions of the 
lessons for whole year. By Rev. David J. Burrell, D.D., 
and Rev. Joseph D, Burrell. 339pp. 12mo. $1.25. 


AmericanTract Society, 


150 NASSAU STREET,NEW YORK, and 
304 FOURTH AVE., NEW YORK. 














Heroes 


A CHRISTMAS PARTY. A Story. By Constance Fentmor® Wootson. 
Illustrations by C. S. ReinHarT. 

LORD BATEMAN, A Ballad. With 5 Illustrations from drawings by WitLtaAM Maxe- 
peace THackeray. Comment by Anne THACKERAY RITCHIE. 

LE REVEILLON. A Christmas Tale. By Ferpinanp Fasre. 
by Grorce Rovx. 

A NEW LIGHT ON THE CHINCSE. 


10 Illustrations by Tuzopors Works. 


GILES COREY, YEOMAN. A Play. By Mary E. Wirxins. With 4 Illustrations = > 
by Howarp Py te. ° 

SOME TYPES OF THE VIRGIN. By Txmopore Curry. With 8 Mlustyations 
from the Old Masters. 


TRYSTE NOEL. 
V. Du Monp. 


HOW LIN McLEAN WENT EAST. A Story. Sy Owsn Wistar. With 4 
Illustrations by’W. T. Smzp.ey. 

NOURMADE A Poem. By Tuomas Battey Atpricu. With 4 Illustrations by H 
Sippons MoWsray. 


CRAZY WIFE’S SHIP. A Sketch By H.C. Bunwer. With frontispiece Illustration 
by E. A. Aspry. 


A CAMEO AND°‘A PASTEL. 
FAN’S MAMMY. By Eva Wicper McGtasson. 
SONNET. By Jutian Hawtuorne. 

DO SEEK THEIR MEAT FROM GOD. A Sketch. 


Roperts. Illusgrated by Freperic RemincTon. 


PASTELS IN PROSE. By Mary E. Wicxins. 
Editor's Study and Editor's Drawer, both Mustrated. 
Subscription Price, $4 00 a Year. , 























With 2 


With 6 Illustrations 


By Henry Burpen McDowstr, With 


A Christmas Carol. By Louise Imocen Guinzy. Illustrated by F. 









By Branper MATTHEWS. 
With 6 Illustrations by A. B. Frost. 


By Cuaries G. D. 


Published by HARPER & BROTHERS, New York. 
SPCR CCSE RE: 
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The International Lessons. | | 
(Pocket Edition.) | 


NOW READY. a 


It is not too early to order your supply of these booklets for | 
1893 zow. For the benefit of new subscribers, and those who have 
not had a copy of this book before, we will tell exactly what it is. 


= 
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It is a pocket edition of the International Sunday-school lessons, with both 
the Common and the Revised Version given in full on opposite pages. A little 
book (2% X4 inches) containing all the lessons of the year, and 52 blank pages 
| for notes. It is printed on thin, tough paper, and can be conveniently carried 
in the vest pocket. Just the thing for those who wish to look over the lesson at 
odd minutes. Choice enough for a gift to teachers or scholars at Christmas. 





Single copy, neatly bound in cloth, with side stamp in color 
and gold, by mai], 25 cents; five or more copies, 20 cents each. 
Bound in fine leather, 50 cents; five or more copies, 40 cents each. 


| 
For sale by booksellers, or mailed, postpaid, by the publisher. 
JOHN D. WATTLES, 1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 
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On the Intemational $. S. Lessons 
is the one commentary that 
every teacher must have in or- 
der to do the best work the 
coming year. Send for free 
specimen pages to 


W. A. WILDE & CO., 
es 25 BRUMFIELD ST., - BOSTON, MASS, 


What Shall | Learn? 


Or, THE YOUNG MEN’S BUSINESS GUIDE. 
BY SIXTY PRACTICAL MEN. 





For Students and Reference Libraries. 


The Scriptures, Hebrew and Christian. 
Edited by the Rev. Epwarp T. BarTtert, D.D., and 
by the Rev. Joun P. Pztrers, Ph.D. Complete in 





Descri busin rofession, and trade ; 
three volumes. 12mo, red edges. Vols. I. and II. How eee be ys py nares iy 
m The Hebrew Scriptares. Hach $1.0. Vol. The wor 


and the pay at each h atage of of learning ; $ 


IIL. The Christian Scriptares. $2.00. The wee and the pay when fin 


“ ready expressed to Dean Bartl How and where to start for one’s self; 
; pt Ak in of the admirable way! Bien ts The money required to start in each ; 
weuthce done, and ot its t value to those who are | ,,West Point and the Naval Academy. 
studying this subject, and 1am ve ery glad to vi agate pe Af posenes, to any ad- 


repeat to 
you my appreciation both of the plan of the work and 
of the thorongh and scholarly way in which it is car- 
ried out.” —2Ri. Rev. W. C. Doane. 


a, P. PUTNAM’S SONS, 
27 and 29 West 234 Street, New York. 


STANDARD PUBLISHING Co., 
227 SOUTH SIXTH ST... PHILADELPHIA. 
e and litera- 


GERMANIA iscsi 


mended by college professors and ‘the press as “the 
best effort yet made to assist the student of German 
and to interest him in his pursuit.” Its Beornn Ens’ 
Conner furnishes, every year, a complete and inter- 
esting course in German Grammar. - yeas. 
pile copies free. P.O. Box 151, Manchester, N . 





A magazine for the 
pe he of the German 





he daily lesson upon 
he minds of young 


junday - School 
goons oe 








Samples of our 8.8. papers 

printed im colers. Chil- 
en ree dren cry for them. See our 6 
® picture papers before renew- 


ing for ’9s. Leonard Pub.Co., Bible House,Albany,N.Y. 











T. Y. Crowell & Co. 


HAVE JUST ISSUED: 


The New Favorite Illustrated 
Edition of Popular Poets. 


Printed on fine paper. Fully {!lustratedby Garre‘t, 
St. John Harper, Schell, Taylor, Copeland, and 
other eminentartists, Twenty-seven volumes, com- 
prising the works of Mrs. Browning, Burns, Byron, 
George Eliot, Jean Ingelow, Meredith, Milton, 
Moore, Scott, Tennyson, Wordsworth, ete. Square 
8vo, cloth, giltedges. Novel and artistic cover de- 
signs, cloth slip wrappers. Each volume ‘ina clota 
box. $2.50 per volume. Also in fine leather bind- 
ings, four styles, $4.50 to $1.00. Catalogues giving 
complete list sent on application. 


Monica, the Mesa Maiden. 


By Mrs. Evrtyw Raymonp, author of Mixed Pick- 
les." 12mo, illustrated, $1.25. A remarkable story 
with a charming flavor of idyllic Spanish-Ameri- 
can life, ; 


In Blue Creek Canon. 


By ANNA CHAPIN Ray, author of “ Half-a-Dozen 
Boys,” “ Half-a-Dozen Girls,” etc. 12mo, illus. 
trated, $1.25. A story full of atmosphere and life, 
depicting a summer in a mining camp in the 
Rocky Mountains. 


Little Arthur’s History of | 
Rome. 


By HEZEKIAH BUTTERWORTH, author of the “ Zig- 
zag Books.” etc. A companion volume to “ Little 
Arthur’s England and France.” Illustrated. 12mo, 
$1.25. 

Mr. Butterworth, in writing a new History of home, 
aims to interest the young in the beautiful elassie 
literature of that country. Noone better understands 
the syeeicomente of the young than Mr. Buttcrworth, 
= s book will foster an appetite for c 
studies, 


The Cadets of Flemming Hall. 


By ANNA CHAPIN Ray} author of “ Half-a-Dozen 
Girls,” “ Half-e-dozen Boys,” etc. Lilustrated. 12mo, 
$1.25. 

Schoolboy life has not been often 


that will more surely delight the r 
volume, 


The Riverpark’ Rebellion, and 
a Tale of the Tow Path. 


By HomMER GREENE, author of“ The Blind Brother,” 
“ Burnham Breaker,” etc. 12mo, illustrated. $1.00. 


The first is the story of an épisode in a militar 
school on the Hotes. and it simply glows — life 
and energy. In t “Tale of a Tow Path” Mr. 
Green takes the reader out of the usual environment 
and shows him new scenes described in his own’ 
inimitable way. 


depicted in colors 
er than in this 


Send for our complete catalogue of new and 
important publications. 


T. Y. Crowell & Co., 


46 East 14th Street, New York. 
100 Purchase Street, Boston. 


Mothers, Fathers, Sunday-School Teachers! 


Do you desire that boy or girl of yours to become 
interested in the Bible? Ifso, I wish to have a word 
with you. Moreover, quite likely you are eer | 
to be on the lookout fora useful Christ: 
for some child, and yet feel that you cannot afford a 





high price. w by not solve the ~ od roblems at 
once by acting on this fa recede a offert 
The remaining stock of “ Mother's Bible Stories” 


must be disposed of immediately. This book is 1048 
inches, weight nearly five pounds, 625 pages, illumi- 
nated margins, full- e coloreé plates, superb £ +b- 
stantial cloth and gilt binding, letge clear type, fine 

uality of paper, 173 chapters, stelogant iiegvorens, 

ntroduction by Bishop Vincent and D7, Henson,— 
a@ wonderfully rare and odneting book. The re- 
mainder will be sold at $1.75 (regu ar z price, $250). 
You will not meet with such a “ barga portunity 
acain. References, if desired, Order: souls of John 
Vance, 262 and 264 Wabash Ave., Chicago. 


OUR‘ § 
eat NG PEOPLES MEETINGS 


BY WAOGDEN 6 CHAS EDW.PRIOR. 
187 CHOICE Fe 


ENDEAV 


EK 
aE PUNDETL © COMPANY, 


CHICAGO «4 


DEATH VALLEY aad other 














of the Pacific Coast. An ilinstrated lecture with a 
series of STEREOPTICON VIEWS. For use of 
speakers, societies, and Sunday-scliools. Sample s)'de 
free to aaeeevans organizations. Send for circular. 
T. P. ANDREWS, 
_109 Montgomery St., San Franetseo, Cal. 


GENUINE “ OXFORD” 
TEACHERS’ BIBLES. 


md for 
THOS. NELSON Ami a3 E. 17th Street, New York. 


E. & §. TEACHERS’ BIBLE, No. 2188. 


Printed in Brevier type, on thin n white 
poner; | bound in Levant, calf lined. $9.50. 
& J.B. YOUNG & CO., Cooper Union, New York. 
“@NE PIECE” Mate of strong manilla paper. 
Adjustable will is mend t beolk without cut. 
Beok C cent stamp for sam- 
(Patented 1892.) as 
‘ity. 


m B. HARISON, Pi Fifth 
Avenue, New York Sctiool books and supplies. 
NEW catalogue of books suitable for Sunday- 
school libraries, with net prices from 25 to 
— than publishers’ prices, sent on application 
to H. B » NIMS AND COMPANY, Troy, ee York. 


FRE EE CHRISTMAS SOUVENIR. 
Each superintendent or teacher, stating which they 
are, and asking at once, with plain address, may have 
@ beaatiful collection of Ch —w poems for recita- 
Gone x gotectalnments. Addre 
__W. L. DeGROrr, TOPEKA, MANSAS. 























VJB 8 AO CATALOGU E now READY? 
Siesie Condy Baws Books. Booklets, 
¥y Boxes, etc., for the Sus: 


Gay-atbool and Home at lowest 
Witscs B. Ketcmas, Pub’r,2 Cooper Union, N. 





























































































































































































































































































ne Selections cose re fe serves hs 
— sopeessated. 36 Price, 


The. Now Born | Kin ing sr Guitar of sone 
ie Bompaid. <i 


ey Bella a NeeL= 
sam: ‘Christmas J 
i St wilt Mon,” “Ponce cn arte Ohriat 


4 Christmas Reverie, by Song and Dialogue, by W. ot 


The Wonderful § Story, 90’ Csute Postpaid. 
Juvenile Cantatas: 


Jolly Christmas,” Ao H. wae, Vielen.” Oui “One 
ri asEve,” “A Christmas ¥ i 





ht e.” “Banta Cla “The ew Santa 
ante Claue’M istake,” Cea, ante Claus,” 
Pons Waite Christmas.” Price, each 80 Cents, 


“BETHLEHEM” 2 beautiful cantata for adults, by 
Weatherly and Root, Price, 50 Cents. 
MUSICAL VisiToR for December will contain appro- 
priate Christmas Anthem 
Catalogue of all kinds of Christmas music furnished on ap- 
plication. 
——PUBLISHED BY—— 


THE JOHN CHURCH CO., Cincinnati, 0. 


Root & Sons Music Co.. The John Church 
woo Wabash Ave., Chicago, 13 E. 26th St., New You 


'HRISTMAS SERVICES. 


THE CHRISTMAS MESSENGERS. A 
Christmas Concert Exercise 
By HE. 8S. LORENZ and JESSE H. BRO wn. 





CHRISTMAS, A Christmas service by Chas. H. 
Gabriel. Prices of the above two services: five cents 
co ;50 cents per dozen ; $4.00 per hundred, all post- 
paid. 

BETHLEHEM’S BARE. By Isa. Baltzell and 
J. Berg. Esenwein. A companion to *‘ Mesriah’s 
Star.” Prices, five cents each; 50 cents per dozen; 
$3.50 per hundred, all postpaid. 

OTHER SERVICES, ‘ Desire of all Nations,” 
“Christmas Voices,” ‘‘ Messiah Star,” ‘* Gospel Tid- 
ings,” *“ At the Manger, ” are all delightful services, 
Prices, postpaid, five cents"each ; 50 cents per Soaen ; 
oe per hundred, except “ At the Manger,” which is 

3.25 per hundred. 

cu RISTMAS SELECTIONS. Nos. 1, 2, and 3. 
Three books of rec Rattete poems, exercises, and 
dialpgues, compiled by E. 8. Lorenz. Very rich in 
avaliable matter for Christmas entertainments, 
Prices, fifteen cents each; the three combined, 40 
cents, ' Send for special Holiday lists, 


For sale by booksellers, and by the publisher, 


W. J. SHUEY, Dayton, Ohio. 


~ CHRISTMAS BOXES. 
lalate 














Self-tying. Elegant new 
The Centennial Box. designs’ of Christmas 
scenes. The candies will not fall out; for when the 
box Is closed, it is fastened by the tape handle. Made 
in two sizes: Price, one-pound size, $3.00 per 100; one- 
half pound size, $2.50 per 100; by oxprem, not prepaid, 
Sample of one by mail, 6 cents. Ye have several 
other styles of candy-boxes; also cheaper ones, Our 
i catalogue contains a list with illustrations 
and prices, Sent free. 
*GOODENOUGH & WOGLOM ©o., 


122 Nassau Street, New York. 


CHRISTMAS MUSIC. 


SANTA AND THE FAIRIES, By Dr. W. How- 
ARD DOANE. New cantata, bright melodies, humorous 
dialogues, Easily rendered, 30 cents by mail. 

KING OF NATIONS. By the Rev. Ropernt 
Lowry. Asplendid Christmas service for Columbian 
year. 16 pages. 5 cents by mail. 

CHRISTMAS CROWNS. Kindergarten plan. 
By Mrs.W. F. Crarrs and H, P. Main. A new service, 
motion songs and Christmas wreaths, 6 gents by mail. 

THE CHRISTMAS KING. By Mra. W. F. 
CRaFTs, Introducing flags of princion! nations, etc. 
6cts. by mail. (12 flags, $1.18; 24 flags, $2.36, postpaid, ) 

CHRISTMAS ANNUAS. No. 23, contains a 
variety of beautiful carods. cents by mall. 

RECITATIONS FOR CHRISTMAS TIME, 
Neo. 3. Choice, fresh,simple. 4 cents by mail. 


A good line of Octavo Anthems for Choirs, etc. 


THE BICLOW & MAIN Co., 
81 Randolph St., Chicago. 76 E. 9th St., New York. 


“Santa Claus, Jr.,” a Christmas 

cantata, aspecial feature being cho- 

ruses for female voicesonly. Send 

25 cts. for sample copy. Send 165 cts. 

for samples of three utifal new 

*hristmas services for the Sunday-school, with fllus- 
trated title-pages. Four C hristmas anthems: ‘* Hark! 
what mean those holy voices,” by Westhoff; “ Christ 
is born,” by Gabriel; “Glory to God in the highest, al 
by Weiss; “ There were ry by Gabriel. 14 


pass: price, 10 cents, postpaid. ~y-- pages of 
riumphal Anthems” Fang The § rf Song? free. 
. Ros 


178 State ‘Street, , *1.. ‘m1. 


TRY OUR NEW PRAISE BOOK, 


{ For Gospel Meetings and Young Peo- 

Gleanings. (ple's Soc eties;also forsunday schools, 

where it is desirable to use the same book. itis the 

largest and most complete Praise Book ever offered for 
per hundred. 

md 35 cents for specimen copy in boards. 

{A charming Christmas ser- 

Star and Scepter. | (vice, easily learned. Price, 

# per hundred. Send stamp forspecimen copy. 
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Incomparably the Best 
Household Magazine 
Published. 





Eighty pages monthly. 

Printed on fine paper and hand- 
somely illustrated. 

Not made up of clippings, but 
original, suggestive, practical. 

Price for '93 reduced to $1. a year. 

Originally $2.00, and worth it. 

And with it, FREE, 


‘A Yard of Sweet Clover.” 


The illustration above conveys only a faint conception of the picture. 


It is a marvelous work of art. A frieze, 534x36 inches in size, represent- 
ing a gracefully blended collection of sweet clover blossoms painted in 
12 colors. The genius of the artist and the skill of the painter have com- 
bined in revealing a singularly beautiful effect. ' In delicate and harmo- 
nious design—in abstract beauty—it excels anything of a similar character 
that has been before produced. The beneficent influence of such a pic- 
ture is felt in every household it enters, and we makeit possible for every 
one to possess a copy. 


WE GIVE THE PICTURE FREE 


to any persén sending us $1.00 for a year’s subscription to “FOOD,” 
“ QuEEN of THE HousgHOLD MonrTuutes.” An additional dollar secures 
also (postage prepaid) a copy of Miss Parloa’s greatest household 
book, «* The Kitchen Companion,’’ the regular $2.50 edition of 1,000 
pages, bound in cloth, published by Estes & Lauriat, of Boston. 

Or, we will send a copy of the Christmas Number of “ FOOD” (ready 
Dec. roth) and “A Yarp or Sweet CLover” (postpaid) on receipt of 
25 cents. 

Take Shakespeare’s advice and “ Make haste, make haste ”—such 
offers are not lasting—and you will be more than gratified. Address 


THE CLOVER PUBLISHING CO., 71-73 Park Place, New York. 











~ CHRISTMAS CARDS BY MAIL. 


Our cards and booklet packets have become a necessity 
in thousands of families at Christmas time. 

We will send the first six packages for 3.25, postpaid, or 
the complete set of mine packages for $5.46, post a. Sat- 
isfaction guaranteed. 

No.1.—For 50 cents, and 4 cents for postage, 17 Prang & 
Co.’s and other fine Christmas cards, together with a cut-out 
pe egee gard of a Christmas bell embéssed. 

No. 2.—For 50 cents, and 4 cents for tage, 10 large and 

finer cards from the above publishers, together with @ jeweled 

eard with easel attachment, enclosed in protector and énvelo: 

No. 3.—For $1.00, and 6 cents for peste . a selection of 25 
beautiful cards of L. Prang & Co.'s, also a handsome 
souvenir bookle 

No,4.—For §1 00, and 8 cents for postage. a selection of 10 
of our largest and finest cards, together with a Christmas card b y 
Bishop Brooks, containing his portrait. 

postage, 10 Prang’s, 


vo. 6. For 25 cents, and 2 cents for 
Tack’s, Ward's, and other beautiful cards. 

No. 6.-For 50 cents, and 4 cents for postage, 5 Christmas 
booklets, _incdedag one shaped booklet. 

No. 7.— 1.00, and 8 cents for pos postage. ‘7 handsome 
souvenis book leta, Sogemmer with a & folding fish-net 
oned. © eer by Prang & ( 

No. 8. ye PACK ET. For 50 cents, 17 fine 

- cards of Prang’s or Tuck's 

. — No. 9._ SUNDA ¥-SCHOOL PAck ET. For 50 cents, 25 

ecards of Marcus Ward's aad Praug’s cards, assorted. 
Sf, OS/ STAMPS AND POSTAL NOTES RECEIVED. Novel- 
AY, , ties at 15, 25, 50, 75 cents, and $1.00 each, for birthday 
LLOIVA PF - or anniversary, which will be selected with care for different 
. tastes and ages, as specified. 
FOR TEACHERS. 50 Mareus Ward's, Prang’s, and other beautiful cards, no two alike. for $1.00, 
and 8 cents for postage. Better assortment, $2.00, and 10 cents for postage. A 
ba 4 ov selection, $3.00, and 20 cents for postage. And for 50 cents and 4 cents for postage, 25 cards, 
no two alike. 
BEAces, HILL LINEN. For fashionable uses is the best paper made. 
COMM WEALTH LINEN. A medium-priced but fine grade. 
U.S. TRE BASE RY BOND. Toughest permade., Is very fashionable. 
CARTER’STY PE-WRITING PAPE Weatand cheapest in the market. 
PAPER BY THE POUND We guarantee our prices lowest in America. Sample sheets of paper 
* and envelopes from 10 cents a pound and upwards, with prices and 
number of sheets toa poend, sent on receipt of 15 cemts. These papers are the correct size and finish for 
fashionable L OFFER. 

SPECIAL OFFER. On orders of $10.00 and over, we wil! prepay freight cha to 

yet oy — station. Club your orders with te ends, and take 


advan dealers should correspond with us. 

ENGRA AVED V VISITIN CARDS. For $1.75 we send a copper plate, finely engraved, with 5@ cards. 
Estimates furnisbed for wed and class-day invitations. Street 

dies, crests, and stamping. Samples free on application. All the work is done on our premises. We employ 

only the best workmen, and use the finest cards. We guarantee satisfaction. 


dsome bo f fine stationery, piai il i fe 50 
conta shee tn Gnaee ti cane to otteenticteenton: uminated, for 35 cents, cents, 75 


H. H. CARTER & CO., 3 Beacon Street, Boston. 














_ ASA HULL, 150 Nassau ‘St, N.Y ° 


HOIRS WILL LIKE IT. 


ROWN ANTHEMS (New). 
DEN. Somes co 
Address. The W 





By W. A. O@- 
r ', 25 cents. Specimen es free. 
» Whitmey Co., Toledo, Ohio. 


“(MINISTRY OF SONG.”| SEND Fon caTaLocue 
be . fo 
scrvices and Sundayetiools, Nota poorhymainit| CHRISTMAS and GIFT BOOKS. 
Price, 30c., ——, Special terms to Sunday-schools. 


é 318 West 44th Bt New Work city. | IBBOTSON BROS., Richfield Springs, N. Y. 


ae summa CHRISTMAS 
ENTERTAINMENT | 
CHIMNEY BRICK 
CANDY BOXES! 


THE VERY LATEST: 


They will please the Schol- 
are and yr myo have 
© 
Sak 
ney brick, 
(Copyrighted.) linea—all just as 
BUILD YOUR CHIMN| EY ie 
othe - i ptay Senin atest > and gives a brick 


filled ied with candy to to each one. Perices are reasonable 
and express charges lower than other Dente, os 1 
bricks come folded , os they sre easily set 
received. “ ty come, serv’ ay 
onder lust as soon as possible, or tell the committee 


erie’ s: 100, @2.00; from 200 to 500 
Tei F 600 up, $1.50 a hundre 

NOTICE.—With all orders we send the 

SRPECTAL. — “Santa Claus’s ou. , Fy 

ress] r 8 

Ha Py Endi wie exp y_ fo _.. 











mortar 
as realas can be. 









¥ 


—— in “hich Fairy =z ; i cer. 

with her m ic wand, provides presen or \- 

drenand me Santa Claus out of gyeuningty hopelesa 
redicament, is a real surprise 

- Book alone 10c, Samples of Bricks FREE. 


SKIDMORE & CO., Inventors and M’f’rs, 
65 JOHN ST., N. Y. CITY. 


CHRISTMAS MUSIC, 1892. 


Ward & Drummond’s Christmas Carols, 
No.14, Six new pieces. $2.00 per 100; 3c. percopy, 








Hageg’s Christmas Greeting. Responsive and 
music, 5 cents; $4.00 per 100, 

King of Kings. By Armstrong. Responsive and 
music. 5 cents; $4.00 Operi 100. 


Good Santa Claus. Ace cantata. ad — and 
Armstrong. 5 cents; $4.00 per 1 

Columbia’s Christmas Chimes. A national 
Christmas entertainment for Sunday-schools, By 
J.B. Herbert. 5 cents ; $4.00 per 100, 


Let Earth Receive her King. Responsive and 
music, 5 cents ; $4.00 per 100, 





The Christmas Messengers. By Brown and 
Lorenz. 5 cents; $4.00 per 100, 





Christmas. A Christmas service. By Charles H, 
Gabriel. 5 cents; $1.00 per 100, 


In addition to above, we keep everything in the line, 
such as Hood’s, Biglow & Main’s, Hull’s, Fillmore’s, 
Church's, Pitt’s, etc., at lowest rates, 


WARD & DRUMMOND, 


711 Broadway, New York City. 


NEW CHRISTMAS MUSIC. 


“THE HOPE OF THE AGES.” 


A Christmas service for the Sunday-school, consist- 
ing of Scripture selections, recitations, and original 
a ng Sparkling, and easily learned. Prepared by 

-L. Mason. P 5 cents each, by mail ; $4.00 per 
16 by express, not prepaid, 


“LIFT UP THE VOICE.” 


A Christmas anthem. By W. L. Mason, « Price, 
postpaid, 10 cents each ; or, $1.00 per dozen. 
The leading service last year was 


HAPPY CHRISTMAS BELLS. 


We can supply it this year at 5 cents each, postuaid; 
or, $4.00 per 100 by express, not prepaid. 
Our recitation book for Christmas, 


“THE SANTA CLAUS MAN.” 


Containing 47 recitations and 3 dialogues, all for 
Christmas, and adapted to yout and younger chil- 
dren. Price, 15 cents, postpa: 

A spec imen of each’ of the aes mailed for 30 centa 
in stamps. 


GOODENOUGH & WOGLOM CO., 
122 Nassau Street, New York. 


ORGANISTS 


will find a series of articles on Reed 
Organ playing, and some excellent music 
for the Reed Organ, in the December 


MUSICAL ALESSENGER. 


Also new Organ Voluntaries and Vocal 
Music, suitable for Christmas Services. 
The music is adapted to the popular 
taste. We are sure a sample copy of this 
pular musical journal will commend 
itself t? teachers and players. 
Single copy 15 ets.; three months’ trial subscrip- 
tion 25 cts.; one year $1.00, No free copies. 
FILLMORE BEOS., 141 W. 6th Street, 
Cincinnati, O.,or 41 Bible House, New York, 











Sea ae 


GLORY IN THE HIGHEST. 
CHRISTMAS JOY. 
HAIL 10 THE KING. 
HAPPY ‘TIDINGS. 


The above are our newest Christmas 
Services, containing music, recitations, 
Responsive Reading, etc.-each onea Gem. 
Price, & cts each, 50 cts per doz., mailed. 
SAMPLES OF ANY THREE SENT FOR 10c. 
John J. Hood, fAxx 


oot ate ate 


~ NEW CHRISTMAS EXERCISES. 


Let Earth Receive Her King, with music, 
ete. The Christ Child, for Primary NN ie 
with music. Saviour So ‘oretold, 
Twenty Centuries Ago. Sweetest a. 
Ever Told, Cradied in a ~~ we Bag 


I SSO 


evalat SvavaY ANavaY avavas atata® atat¥al stata’ 








Primary. AlJso fifteen others. 
MENEYX D. NOYES & %& Co. Bos Boston, Mass, 
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ARE YOU" =k 


INTERNATIONAL LESSONS ? 


If so, The Blakeslee Graded Lessons may interest you. 
The universal approval with which they have’ been received 
shows that they must have real merit as being a series of 
lessons, not only instructive, but interesting to both scholar. 








and teacher, and spiritually helpful. 


The Bible Study aon banat, 





Ree Oe 
‘GQkinta es! ca eee ne Foal 
ee nae 


A POSTAL CARD 


request will bring to you, free of charge, full information 
regarding these lessons, specimen copies, and testimonial 
letters, which will inform you of the results of the steady 
use of these lessons in very many classes and schools during 
the past two yours. 





21 BROMFIELD STREET, BOSTON. 
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EXTRAORDINARY INDUCEMENT 


Now ‘ready. 
suppiy i . limited. 









SIXTH AVENUE 
20th to 2ist Street, 
NEW YORK. 


y's 


ee 





Largest: and Finest Establishment of , 
its kind in the United States. 





OouR DISPUuAYT OF 


FALL AND WINTER GOoDs 


Cannot be surpassed by any house in the country. Our Millinery, Silk, Dress Goods, 
and Untrimmed Hat Departments contain the latest styles and fabrics. 
Furnishing, China, and Glassware Departments are specially interesting at this time, 
as we are Offering a fine line of Dinner and Tea Ware at prices 50 per cent lower 
than elsewhere. 


Our House 


Fall and Winter Catalogues 


Mailed FREE to out-of-town residents, Send for one early, as the 





d 4 cents; in stamps, for our puzzle. 


6th Ave. , 20th te 


H. O'NEILL & CO.., 2ist St., NY. 





eleetas the'prics stamped Epox oug' = 
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FRE FOR THE NEXT SIXTY pase 


OUR FREE GIFT. 


ist. Any one of Pigtails Celebrated Bazar Glove-fitting 
alue 25 to 40 cen 


orw Price . 
3d. A copy of "The Kitchen, John and I, of Leaves from @ 
Young Housekeeper's Journal,” James Oleott, Price .25 


An order for the good at any time, wer be mates to gen 
if you send us 30 cents for one year's subscription to 


THE QUEEN OF FASHION. 


The Cheapest and Most Reliable Fashion Magasine (| h 
e World. > 


OBJECT a THIS GREAT OFFER. Z 
We Want a Milllon Subscribers. 
OUR PRESENT CIRCULATION I$ 300,000. ah 
GEO. H. BLADWORTH &CO., 46 East 14th St. . (Union Square), 

















POPULAR PAPER WALLETS. 


specially prepared, will wear like leather, and are 
worth ten times their cost toany one who carries cards 
or papers in bis pockets, while they are cheap enough 
to use for general alieg of papers, etc. Send ten cents 
for three samples, and li 


Try them. ALVAH BUSHNELL, 
106 and 108 S. Fourth Street, Phila., Pa. 


Her Christmas 
W'resestt 


USE BUSHNELL’S 


New Style 
BISSELL 
Y CARPET 


They are made from the toughest rope manillastock, 


st of sizes and prices, by mail. 











DIXON'S 127°. PENCILS 


Ifyour stationer does not keep them,mention 
Times, ond 
pany, Jersey City, N.J., for samples worth d 


SOLD aay SWEE PER 


eA thing of beauty that will lighten the burdens of 
every day in the year. The “ lis” are perfect. 


For RUBBER BOOTS these 
socks give warmth to the feet 
and absorb the perspiration. 
For HousEse per - 











Are unequaled for smooth, tough pate. as 


Ge. in stamps to Joseph Dixen yy Com 
ouble the moneys 


BE YouR own 


— PRINTER! 


Card Press, $3. Bize for cir- 
culars or small newspaper 
$22. Saves you money and | 

makes ——, printins for 
neighbors. li printed in- 
structions, Send ressea, type - 


sick room, and 
hospitals. A 
hea knitted 
fabric, lined 

with thiek, warm Seees. 40g 









, cents. Mention size. 
Bedford St., Room L, 
NiukGaize 
















J. H. PARKER, 
The New Shape 
in Hosiery. 


. } po Save Discomfort and Darning. 










large sample books, money easily 
Wi, WALLACE, 1625 Pine St. Phila., Pa. 


Would you likean Illustrated Booklet free. 
WAUTHKENHOSE COMPANY, 
76 Chaancy Street, Boston, 


JAMES McCREERY & CO., 
Importers and Dealers in Fine Dry Goods, 


Brenner. S Cor. Ek Eleventh *, New York, 


100 Samples, latest styles, 
“4 and complete instruction 
book, How to pod get 
” we thee very fanest elon ot lant 
price than others. Good paper 
reper s Se. ¥ Handsome Gore pe lor 
pers, @c. per roll, w 
and ceilings to match. A tseend for 
tnade taking orders. 





Linen, 


Boston Bon 
and Bunker “in. 
Quality superior. Price moderate. If 
yer sationes Hose not = + them, send 
t éc. for samples. Samuel Ward Co., Boston, Mass. 
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cand? © price stam 
titutions are 








W. 1. DOUGLAS 
$3, SHOE son 


tng from pf vo € ‘at the 


sett 
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asetevtea 


law for a$ 





aining money + Me 
r false pretences. 


only on tole sewed 
yy Ty the edg ~f 


worn are 
b * ° . 
T e two solesotihe W. 1. D povaLases Shoe 


ed as mahy 
will never rip or loosen from the upper. 
of footwear desiring to 


niuenced 
buy cheap welt shoes sold at 1. 
ving we in DOUGL to com: 


peo Aiea 
Sabres ¢ Cais 8 53.5 


rite for satel atalerne. not fore Seria ate Ww. ego 


mere Pas 











THE SHAWANIT HAL-HOSE a THEIR. REPUTATION, 


THEY ARE THE 


BEST-FITTING, 
LONGEST.WEARING, 


THEY ARE MADE IN 


A GREAT VARIETY OF 
. COLOR-EFFECTS IN 
Ey Cotton, MerinoanaWool 


SEND 
For Descriptive Price-List. 


SHAW STOCKING C0, 


LOWELL, MASS. 

























The GLASGO LACE THREAD 00. Conn., will 
distribute in Premiums $2.00U. Gold for the best 


a Lp 


S$ 2000-° Zein i 
Tilus Croehet Books, 


dealer for Res. 1, 2, or 3, 106, each. 


sot te be bed of his wre Oo BO NOT DELAY. 94 Bed Specet 2 
YE ERR — 


Patterns, & 






Send 106. for Sample Sposl 
Twilled Lace Thread. 
600 Yards 


in Premiums. 
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_ PUBLISHER'S DEPARTMENT. 
TERMS OF SUBSCRIPTION. 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES is 
atthe following rates, for either ol 
ers, These rates include postage: 
UD DOU. vo csecsesscepbolbadsosbbeddssaeborcss od 
Onecopy, five years, full payment in advance,.. 5.00 


TO MINISTERS, Missionaries, and Theological Stu- 
dents, $1.00 a year, or (4.00 for five years, full paymént 


in advance. 
; SCHOOL CLUBS. 

Any school or any set of teachers, or of scholars, 
will be supplied with as many copies as may be de 
sired, at the following yearly club rates: 

For any number of copies (more than one) mailed 
to individual addresses, $1.00 each. 

For five or more copies in a package to one address, 
SOcentseach. A package thus sent is addressed to 
one person only, and no pames can be written or 
prio on the separate papers, 

The vers foraciub may be ordered sent portly 
to indfvidual aidresses at $1.00 each, and partly ina 
package to one address, at 50 cents each, when 80 de- 
sired , 


ublished week!y 
or new subscrib- 


‘The papers fora club should all go to-one post-office, 
although in cases where a portion of the teachers ofa 
school get their mail matter from one post-office, and 
others in the same school get theirs from another, 
the papers will be sentaccordingly. ‘lis applies to 

mckage clubs, at the fifty-cent rate, to the extent that 
Eoee giubs may be divided into packages of five or 
more, if desired. 


FREE COPIES. One free copy, additional, will be 
allowed for every ten copies paid for inaclub ofeither 
echaricter. ‘The free copiés for package clubs cannot 
well be sent separately, but will be included in the 

e 


Additions may be made at eer time to a club—such 
additional subscriptions to expire at the same time 
with the club as originally ordered, and the rate to 
be the proportionate share of the yearly club rate. 
Schools that are open during only a portion of the 
ear, may subscribe at club rates for such a length of 
time as the papers may be required. 


CHANGE OF ADDRESS. Subscribers to whom the 
paper is mailed, separately, at the rate of $1.50 or $1.00 
@ year, way have the address changed at any time 
without charge. Members of package clus do not 
have this privilege, but any such may have his paper 
changed from the package to an individual address, 
by paying fifty cents, the difference in the price of the 
two classes of subscriptions, or may order an extra 
copy of the paper sent to a vacation address, at the 
vale of three cents a week for a short term,or twenty- 
five cents for three months. 

Subscribers asking to have the direction of a paper 
Changed should be careful to name, not only the post- 
office to which they wish it sent, but also the one to 
which it as been sent, All addresses should include 
both county and state. 

If aciub subscription is renewed by some other per- 
son than the one who sent the previous subscription, 
such person will oblige the ey oy by stating that 
the club he subscribes for takes the place of the oue 
formed last year by............ socnoanmbbocapespeasbiscdn 

he paper will not be sent to any subscriber beyond 
the time paid for, unless by special request. The pa- 
pers for a club willinvariably be discontinued at the 
expiration of the subscription. Renewals should 
therefore be made early. 

Enough copies of any one issue of the 
able all the teachers of a school to exam 
sent free, upon application. 


FOREIGN.COUNTRIES. 


The Sunday School Times will be sent to any of the 
countries embraced In the Universal Postal Union at 
the following rates, which include posts e: 

One copy, one year, shillings. 

‘Two or more copies, one year, é6shillings each. 

‘To ministers and missionaries, 

for one or more copies, 6 shillings each. 

Po secure the above rates for two or more copies, the 
papers must be ordered at one time, and they will be 
sent either singly to the individual addresses, or in a 

kage to one address, whichever may be preferred 

y the subscribers. 

For Great Britain, Messrs. Hodder and Stoughton, 
27 Paternoster Row, London, E. C., will receive yearly 
or half-yearly subscriptions at the above rates the 
paper to be mailed direct from Philadelphia to the 
subscribers. 


JOHN D. WATTLES, Publisher, 


1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, 
P, O. Box 1550. 


paper to en- 
ne it, will he 


EDUCATIONAL. 


HO STUDY. Book-keeping, penmanship, 

business forms, arithmetic, shorthand, 
ete,, thoroughly taught by MAIL at student’s home, 
Send 6c, for trial lesson and catalogue. BRYANT & 
STRATTON, 76 fayette St., Buffalo. N.Y. 


Boarding, day and college preparatory for girs. 
36th year opehs September 2s. Wor ciroular, address 
Mus. THropora B, Ricuarps, Principal, 

Miss Sana Louise Tracy, A.M., Associate Principal, 
Germantown, Philadel! phia. 








TO LEARN 


BOOK-KEEPING, 


when you'can learn it 
AT HOME 


DONT! 


within 100 hours’ study, 
without aid of a teacher, 
FRO) 
Geodwin's 
Improved 
Book -keeping 
and 


Business Manual. 
GUARANTEED. 
One purchaser says: *‘ Tt learned from your book 

in three weeks, and am now keeping three sets of 

books."’ Another::*Can thank your book for a’ 

00 raise in my salary!" Another: “Tis worth 

00: Hundreds say: *‘*Tis the only practi- 

cal work!" Other hundreds say: *‘ I secu a fine 
situation as a result of mastering its contents.” 

4,883 copies have been sold, and 3,317 testi- 

monials received up to Nov. 10, 1892. PIRECE (post- 

id), 83.00. saa Be sure to SAVE THIS AD- 

VE TISEMENT, as it will not appear again. 

You will SUBREL ¥ have to have this book SOME 

day. It is not a luxury, but a NECESSITY, 

particularly to the PROGRESSIVE! Those 
who it, and USE it, ALWAYS SUC. 

CEED! Send for a descriptive pamphlet. Address 

all orders exactly as follows: 

4. H. GOODWIN, 
BReom 423, 1215 Broadway, New York. 


“DO NOT STAMMER.” 
‘ . 

Refer to Postmaster-General Wanamaker, Wash- 
ington, D. C., and George W. Childs, proprietor Phila- 
delphia Public Ledger, who will testify to permanency 
of cure, Refer also to John D. Wattles, 
The Sunday School Times 

Send for }+page pamphiet to E. 8. JOHNSTON'S 
EImetitute, 1033 Spring Garden Street, Phila- 
delphia, Pa. 


] OSTON STAM MERING INSTITUTE and 
TRAINING-SCHOOL. Alwaysopen. Rich 
and poor welcome, 4] Tremont Street, Boston, Mass, 
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Beware 


you an imitation, be honest—send it back, 





i 
‘day. 


better than soap. 





Sions of Health, 


You don’t have to look 
twice to detect them—bright 
color, bright 


eyes, bright 
smiles, 
bright in 
every ac- 
tion. 
Disease is 
overcome 
only when 
weak tissue 
is replaced by the healthy 
kind, Scott’s Emulsion of 
cod fiver oil relieves by 
building up sound flesh. It 
is agreeable to taste and 


easy of assimilation. 
Prepared by Scott & Bowne, N. Y. All druggista. 














CONSUMPTION 


and all lung diseases in the early stages, pre- 
vented bv the use of n 


Winchester's 
HYPOPHOSPHITE oF LIMEAND SODA 
Itisa Pure Solution and will not dis- 

arrange the most delicate stomach. 
Send for Circular. Price $1.00 Pa bottle. 
SOLD BY DHRUGG IST... 
PREPARED ONLY BY 
WINCHESTER & CO. Chemists 
162 William St., N. ¥, 


Do You Eves Wash 


This is the best way : 
Pearline into a basin of warm water; wash the 
brush thoroughly in it; rinse in 







FALSE—Pearline is never peddled, if your 
387 
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publisher of 





Ry = Paints Da stain 


» me 
the hands, injure the iron, and burn off. 
The fistug Sun Stove Polish is Brilliant, Odor- 
less, Durable, and the consumer pays for no tin 
or with every purchase. 








Pi 


LITTLE LABOR; NO DUST, NO ODOR. 
Sold everywhere. Sample mailed FREE. 
J. L. PRESCOTT & CO., Box B, No.Berwick, Me. 
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felt WOO SF.) 
















THE 


(HEAT 


S* ibs. 
‘FINE TEA 


AMERICA 
aed 


$2.00 WN 


and 





ever offered 


Bee VOMPANY 


WATCHES FR 


WITH ORDERS OF Si2. $15. $20. and $25. 


Now’s your time to get orders for our celebrated TF 


Your Hair Brush P 


Put one teaspoonful of 


clean water, and set it 
aside, bristles down, to dry. 
This is only one—a small 
one—of the numberless uses 
to which you can put Pearline. 


Once you have it in the house, you 
will find something new for it to do, every 
It does your washing and cleaning 


Try it on anything for which 


you've been using soap, and see. 


Peddlers and some unscrupulous grocers will tell you, 
‘‘this is as good as” or ‘‘the same as Pearline.” IT’S 
r sends 


a JAMES PYLE, New York, ‘3 
Unlike the Dutch Process 
i, No Alkalies 
Other Chemicals 


are used in the 
preparation of 


" W. BAKER & C08 


'\ \BreakfastCocoa 


which is alrolutely 
pure and soluble. 


fit } It has morethan three times 
ii | the strength of Cocoa mixed 
with Starch, Arrowroot or 
Sugar, and is far more eco- 
nomical, costing less than one cent a cup. 
It is delicious, nourishing, and EASILY 
DIGESTED. Pe Ene TINT wy 
Sold by Grocers everywhere. 


W. BAKER & CO., Dorchester, Mass, — 


GRATEFUL—COMFORTING. 


EPPS'S COCOA. 


BREAKFAST. 


. “ By athorough knowledge of the naturallawswhich 
govern the operations of digestion and nutrition, and 
by a careful application of the meal pene of well- 
selected Cocoa, Mr. Epps has provided our breakfast 
tables with a delicately flavored beverage which may 
save us many heavy doctors’ bills. It is by the judi- 
cious use of such articles of diet that a constitution 
may be gradually built up until strong enough to resist 
every tendency to disease. Hundreds of subtle mala- 
dies are floating around us ready to attack wherever 
there is a weak point. We may escape many a fatal 
shaft by rem 3 ourselves well fortified with pure 
blood and a properly nourished frame.’’— Civil Service 
Gazette. Made simply with boiling water or milk. 
Sold only in half-pound tins, by grocers, labeled thus: 
JAMES EPPS & CO., Homopathic Chemists. 
ndon, England. 


INSTANTANEOUS CHOCOLATE. | 


tin cans at 7ic. STEPHEN F. WHITMAN &S8ON, 
inventors and only manufacturers, Philadelphia, Pa. 


IMPORTANT. 


What will buy of Dew Drop 
canned fruits and vegetables ¢ 6 
cans corn, 3 Cans peas, 2 cans ds- 

ragus, 6 cans tomatoes, 3 cans 
String beans, 2 cans lima beans, 2 
cans pineapple, 2 cans strawber- 
ries,2 cans raspberries, 2 cans 
peaches, 2 cans pears. 

The above all packeg securely in 
one strong box. 

Payment can be made by check 
COPYRIGHTED. or P. 0. order. We intend Dew 
Drop goods shall be known in every family reading 
| The Sunday School Times. 
| J.W. BROWN & CO.,103 Arch St., Philad’a. 






















WIFE S00'.%r 0" ore 


Binget 
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Machine; perfect rel 
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Seeameeert 
Seothaneninae eave deslarn 

jm es CATALOGUE. 


D MG. COMPANY, DEP'TD.16.CUICAG0. Lic 
TO BOYS 
AND CIRLS 






CooD NEWS 


to LADIES. 


CREATEST OFFER 


Coffees 


ing Powder, and secure a beautiful Gold Band or Moss Rose 

China Tea Set, Dinner Set, Gold Band Moss Rose Toilet Set, Watch, 

Brass Lamp, Castor or Webster's International Dictionary. 

If you enjoy a cup of Delicfous Tea, send in your orders. 
BEAUTIFUL PREMIUMS GIVEN AWAY 

with $5 orders and upwards. The most extraordinary bargains 
during the next 30 days, China Tea Sets oa 

$10, $15 & $20 orders, to introduce our excellentNew Crop Teas. 


THIRTY YEARS’ NATIONAL REPUTATION 
for selling PURE GOODS only. 


and Lamps with 


Postage stamps taken in 


payment. A Handsome Paneltoall. Forfull particulars, sendto 


| TEEGREAT AMERICAN TEA COMPANY, (P. 0. Box 289,) 31 and 33 VESEY ST., NEW YORE, 






. 
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THE SITE OF LYSTRA. 
[Professor W. M. Ramsay, M.A., in The Expositor.] 


Lystra is about six hours south-south- 
west from Iconium. The road passes for a 
mile or more through the luxuriant gardens 
of the suburbs, and then across the level 
plain. It ascends for the first fourteen 
miles so slightly that it needs a barometer 
to make the tact perceptible. Then it 
reaches a range of hills, which stretch out- 
wards in a south-easterly direction from 
the mountainous country that bounds the 
vast Lycaonian plains on the west, and 
separates them from the great depression 
in which are situated the two connected 
lakes Karalis and. Trogitis, now called 
Bey Sheher and Seidi Sheher lakes (the 
former the largest in Asia Minor)... , 
After crossing these hills, the road de- 
scends into a valley, in breadth about a 
mile, down the center of which flows a 
river towards the south-east; and on the 
southern bank of the river, about a mile 
from the place where the road leaves the 
hills, stands the village of Khatyn Serai, 
—‘The Lady’s Mansion.” The name 
dates, no doubt, from the time’of the 
Seljuk sultans of Roum, when the village 
was an estate and country residence of 
some sultana from Konia (as Iconium is 
now called). Its elevation, about 4,175 
feet above the sea, and 427 feet above 
Iconium, fits it for a summer residence, 

This situation for Lystra was guessed in 
1820 by Colonel Leake, with his wonder- 
ful instinct, and was rejected by succeed- 
ing geographers. To Professor Sterrett 
belongs the credit of having solved this 
most important problem by discovering 
epigraphic proof that Lystra was situated 
beside Khatyn Serai. The exact site is 
on a hill in the center of the valley, a 
mile north of the modern village, and on 
the opposite side of the river. The hill 
rises about 100 to 150 feet above the plain, 
and the sides are steep. Few traces of 
ancient buildings remain above the sur- 
face. A small, ruined church, of no great 
antiquity, stands in the low perio be- 
neath the hill on the south-west, and beside 
it a fountain gushes forth from beneath a 
low arch... . : 

A little personal reminiscence, concern- 
ing the greatest disappointment fof my 
exploring experiences, may perhaps be 
pardoned. It gives some idea of the 
chafces of travel, and puts in stronger 
relief Professor Sterrett’s patience and 
skill in exploration, to which we owe the 
discovery of the site ‘of Lystra and all the 
results that’ follow from it. When I was 
traveling in 1882 in the company of Sir 
Charles Wilson, we had set our hearts on 
discovering Lystra. Leake’s conjecture, 
confirmed by the fact that Hierocles im- 
plies Lystra to be near Iconium, turned 
our minds to Khatyn Serai; and when we 
heard that it was reported to contain great 
remains, we left Iconium with the full ex- 
pectation of finding Lystra there. Butin 
the village six inscriptions were discov- 
ered, four of which were Latin. This 
preponderance of Latin inscriptions made 
me certain that a Roman colony must 
have been situated there; and as Lystra 
was not a colony, it must be looked for 
elsewhere. Sir Charles Wilson did not 
admit my reasoning, and maihtained his 
own opinion that Lystra might be there. 
On the morrow, we rode up the water two 
hours’ distance to Kilisra, and spent great 
part of the day examining the interesting 
and really beautiful series of churches, 
cut in the tock, which prove that an 
ancient monastery (rather than a town) 
was situated there. As we returned in 
the afternoon, our road passed near the 
ancient site beside Khatyn Serai, and we 
thought of crossing the river to examine 
it. But the day was far spent, and: the 
camp had been sent to a village four hours 
beyond Khatyn Serai, so that time was 
short. Had we gone over to the small 
hill, to a considerable éxtent artificial, on 
which the ancient city was built, we 
should have discovered the large inscribed 
pedestal on which the colony Lystra re- 
corded the honor which it paid to its 
founder, the Emperor Augustus, and we 
shoyld have found that both our opinions 
were right,—Sir Charles Wilson’s that 
Lystra was situated at Khatyn Serai, and 
mine that a Roman colony was situated 
there. But at, that time no evidence was 
known, no coin of Lystra had been pre- 
served to prove that it was a colony; and 
the fact remained unknown till 1885, 








when Professor Sterrett’s exploring in- 
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stinct guided him to the marble pedestal. 
Then other evidence came to light: Mon- 
sieur W pe possessed a coin of the 
colony Lystra, Dr.[mhoof-Blumeranother, 
and the British Museum has recently ac- 
quired a third. 

Situated on this bold hill, Lystra could 
easily be made a very strong fortress, and 
must have been well suited for its purpose 
of keeping. in check theetribes of the 
mountain disteicts that lie west and south 
of it, It was the farthest east of the forti- 
fied cities which Augustus constructed to 
facilitate the pacification of Pisidia and 
Isauria; and for seventy years after its 
foundation it must have been a town of 
considerable consequence, proud of its 
Roman character and its superior rank. 
As a Lycaonian town, Lystra had been 
quite undistinguished ; ‘as a Roman garri- 
son town, it was a bulwark of the province 
Galatia, and a sister city to the great 
Roman center at Antioch. A contempo- 
rary memorial of this pride of relationship 
is preserved in the following inscription 
found in Antioch on a pedestal which 
once supported a statue of Concord: 


“To the very brilliant colony of Antioch 
her sister the very brilliant colony of Lystra 
did honor by presenti ng the statue of Concord.”’ 


When we consider these facts, we can 
hardly hesitate to admit that St. Paul 
might in a letter address the church at 
Lystra by the Roman prpvincial title. 
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